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       USC ANNENBERG  

            School of Journalism 
          

           
REQUIRED and RECOMENDED EQUIPMENT FOR JOURNALISM – Fall 2025 
 
Students in JOUR 206/JOUR 321 
Laptop, smartphone, external hard drive, headphones as per Annenberg requirements. 
 
Required Equipment for Labs and Assignments: 
In accordance with the Annenberg mandatory laptop policy, you will need a laptop with the following 
recommended specs:  

• MAC: multicore Intel processor with 64-bit support, MacOS X 10, at least 8GB RAM (16 
recommended) 

• Windows: multicore processor with 64-bit support, at least Windows 10 with 64-bit service pack. 
8GB of RAM (16GB recommended) 

• 8GB of available hard-disk space for software installation 
• SD card reader (for newer computers without a built-in card reader) 

   
You will also need a smartphone with the following specifications to complete assignments: 

• Apple: iPhone 6s or higher, must be running iOS 15 or later 
• Android: Needs to have 1080p for video, must be running Android 4.4 
• Phone Data Storage: 16GB minimum, 32GB recommended 

 
You will need headphones to monitor the sound as it is recorded when you shoot a broadcast story 

• Headphones - +/- $20  
. Example Model:  

Over the ear units are recommended, such as the  
Sony ZX Series “on-ear” headphones. No earbuds. 

Please bring headphones to all lab sessions. 
 
Once the equipment room has opened, Annenberg will loan you an equipment package worth over $700 
that includes a video camcorder, two camera batteries, a lavaliere microphone, a handheld microphone, a 
tripod, and a camera bag.  You will be responsible for any losses or damage.  You will get more 
information about this equipment during class (Note: Does not apply to JOUR 321). 
 
Feel free to email asctech@usc.edu if you have any questions about the specifications of the items listed 
below. 
 
Additional items required for using Annenberg equipment: 

 
• A portable USB hard disk drive- +/- $100 

Additionally, you will need at least 10GB of dedicated media storage for this course. An external 
hard drive is highly recommended. For more information, please visit 
http://www.annenbergdl.org/adobe/. This drive will be used while working on assignments on the 
school’s Mac computers. 

 
Required Specifications:  

• USB 3.0 or USB 3.1 Type-C, 1 terabyte (1 Tbyte) or greater.  
• Sample Brands: GDrive, Seagate FreeAgent GoFlex, Western Digital MyPassport  (about 

$100-120) 
 

mailto:asctech@usc.edu
http://www.annenbergdl.org/adobe/
http://www.annenbergdl.org/adobe/
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Recommended drives (Sturdy and fast): 
 
• USB Type C  
  SSD Hard drive, various brands for 1TB, USB-C cost approx. $120 and higher 
  Some brands are rugged.  
    Recommended: SanDisk, G-Technology, Samsung, LaCie, etc. 
 
• USB Type C (Newer Mac Laptops-late 2016): ALSO requires external  

USB-C to SD Card Reader, about $20 (non-Apple brand) 
For example: USB-C Card reader 

  
Note: If you take an Annenberg radio class or work at Annenberg Radio News, you will use professional-
quality digital voice recorders that you will check out from Annenberg as needed. 
 
For classes or lab assignments, you may be required or have an option of using your Smartphone  
for your assignments or projects.  The following are requirements and recommendations when  
using a Smartphone, including “location” interview photography. 

   
The following is a specific list of Smartphone items. Other brands or similar items may be used if 
compatible to the individual’s smartphone 
NOTE:   Most of the prices are based on Amazon.com pricing and includes a link.  Items can be purchased from 
other retail outlets or on-line suppliers.  We do not advocate Amazon purchasing, we are only using their site as a 
reference guide. 

o   Items: 
• Adapter for connecting to Smartphone: 

o Required for iPhone 10 and earlier (Lightning cable input only) 
o Belkin 3.5mm Audio + Charge Rockstar Adapter 

 Connects audio accessories having 3.5mm connector plug and 
at same time allows for charging cable to be connected 

 Cost approx. = $35 
 Belkin Audio Adapter 

o iPhone 11 and higher 
 iPhone Lavalier Mic (Lightning Connector) 
 Cost approx. = $40 

 
• Required for Android phones- 

 With 3.5mm Headphone Jack 
 Sescom Smartphone 3.5mm TRRS to 3.5mm Mic Jack & 3.5mm Monitor 

Jack Splitter - Cost approx. = $30 
• Sescom Adapter 

• With USB-C Jack only - Cost approx. = $15 
 USB-C Mic/Headphone 3.5mm Splitter 

• Headphones (Required item) 
o Monitor audio recording 
 Wired or Bluetooth (if wired, minimal cost approx. $20 is recommended-e.g.: 

Sony MDR-ZX110 Headphones) 
o Rode Directional Shotgun Mic (Recommended item) 

 iOS (iPhone) w/Lightning Connection:  Rode model “ME-L”  
 Shotgun mic plugs directly into iPhone lightning connection (iPhone 7 

and above) 
 Rode Shotgun Mic iOS 
 Cost approx. = $100 

 Android phone w/3.5mm OR USB-C input:   Rode model “ME-C”  
 Rode Shotgun Mic Me-C for Android 
 Cost approx. =  $100 

 
• Selfie Stick Tripod, All in 1 Portable Extendable Selfie Stick (Recommended item) 

o Acts as monopod/tripod and stabilizer handle for Smartphone (similar item shown 
below link) 

o Selfie-stick/tripod (Example) 
o Cost approx. = $25 

https://www.amazon.com/Aluminum-Supports-SanDisk-Professional-CompactFlash/dp/B06XSSHZ63/ref=sxin_10?ascsubtag=amzn1.osa.2d5b10ab-365c-4975-973a-c7607bb56534.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&creativeASIN=B06XSSHZ63&crid=3MFIT6BKOJ44G&cv_ct_cx=usb+c+sd+card+reader&cv_ct_id=amzn1.osa.2d5b10ab-365c-4975-973a-c7607bb56534.ATVPDKIKX0DER.en_US&cv_ct_pg=search&cv_ct_wn=osp-single-source-gl-ranking&dchild=1&keywords=usb+c+sd+card+reader&linkCode=oas&pd_rd_i=B06XSSHZ63&pd_rd_r=f6e5513e-674a-43e5-8bbd-920b943a496c&pd_rd_w=e0lRH&pd_rd_wg=sLlL4&pf_rd_p=26c7e498-3189-4918-a321-ec25e32964ce&pf_rd_r=CJQ1M11HPW17JGQYHSH2&qid=1601573384&s=electronics&sprefix=usb+c+sd+card%2Celectronics%2C231&sr=1-1-d9dc7690-f7e1-44eb-ad06-aebbef559a37&tag=thewire06oa-20
https://www.amazon.com/Belkin-Charge-Rockstar-Adapter-Charging/dp/B074WDWVX1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07Z4SPKDD/ref=sspa_dk_detail_0?psc=1&pd_rd_i=B07Z4SPKDD&pd_rd_w=MXVip&content-id=amzn1.sym.3309c9d3-bf37-499a-888c-9ce693c3483f&pf_rd_p=3309c9d3-bf37-499a-888c-9ce693c3483f&pf_rd_r=JZHHJ0ZE1PXGYFQWNZA4&pd_rd_wg=k2iSi&pd_rd_r=ffe103f7-5c2b-41ea-81cc-1a3daf949e36&s=musical-instruments&sp_csd=d2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWM&spLa=ZW5jcnlwdGVkUXVhbGlmaWVyPUEyNDVVOUlCOVgwTVBPJmVuY3J5cHRlZElkPUEwNjM5MzEwTFlRTUFWQzk5R1dRJmVuY3J5cHRlZEFkSWQ9QTA1ODM0MTM0RFhXNDlCNlg0U0Ymd2lkZ2V0TmFtZT1zcF9kZXRhaWxfdGhlbWF0aWMmYWN0aW9uPWNsaWNrUmVkaXJlY3QmZG9Ob3RMb2dDbGljaz10cnVl
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/813385-REG/Sescom_IPHONE_MIC35_1_iPhone_iPod.html/overview
https://www.amazon.com/Microphone-Adapter-Splitter-Compatible-Galaxy/dp/B08FDLBYYJ/ref=cm_cr_arp_d_product_top?ie=UTF8
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/search?Ntt=Rode%20Shotgun%20Mic%20Iphone&N=0&InitialSearch=yes&ap=Y&gclid=CjwKCAjw9LSSBhBsEiwAKtf0n3xVlnk4czYaZ_1eGtQSXz5Fck8-QNzkpyWhIxNOiwBWCQ8dGNHAlRoC6fEQAvD_BwE
https://www.bhphotovideo.com/c/product/1632902-REG/rode_videomic_me_c_directional_microphone.html
https://www.amazon.com/Fugetek-Integrated-Professional-Lightweight-Bluetooth/dp/B075WQYN3B/ref=asc_df_B075WQYN3B/?tag=hyprod-20&linkCode=df0&hvadid=312097415645&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=11048111079620317160&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9073456&hvtargid=pla-571926395195&psc=1&tag=&ref=&adgrpid=64832514209&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvadid=312097415645&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=11048111079620317160&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9073456&hvtargid=pla-571926395195


Page 3 of 3 

• Some recommended items include: 
o Portable battery for charging smartphone on location 

 Mobile smartphone charger - 10,000mAh (Recommended item) 
 Cost approx. = $30 and up - Price varies according to capacity of battery 
 Battery power should match power requirements of smartphone 
 NOTE: Higher mAh recommended for newer phones (e.g.: iPhone 12 or 

Samsung S-22 series. Check recommendations of descriptions. 
 Brand example: Mophie, Anker, Power Bank, etc. 

 
• Some optional items include: 

• Lavalier and/or Hand mic 
• Professional Lavalier Clip-on Microphone  

 iPhone Lavalier microphone with for live monitoring of audio (Optional item)  
 Cost approx.= $30 

• Rig Hand Held Condenser Mic (HD2) (optional item) 
 Hand mic includes connection for headphone* 
 Cost approx. = $70 
 Hand Mic Example 
· *Note headphone jack monitors the sound directly from microphone.  Does 

not monitor the “live” actual recording on the smartphone. 
• Hand Grip (optional item) 

o Hand grip - to help stabilize picture, includes ability to mount on tripod 
o Fantaseal Ergonomic Hand Grip for Smartphone (Optional Item) 
o Economic grip to help stabilize smartphone (this is NOT a gimble) 
o Mount can be attached to a standard tripod or guerilla tripod 
o Cost approx. = $19 
o Hand Grip Example 

• Saramonic VMICMINI Vmic Mini Shotgun Microphone (Optional Item) 
o Optional to Rode shotgun mic (can be used with DSLR or other small video cam) 
o Shotgun mic WITH hotshoe will mount to (above listed) Fantaseal Hand Grip 
o No battery required 
o Comes with windscreen 
o Saramonic Mini Shotgun 

• Joby GripTight PRO Smartphone Mount (Optional item) 
o Adapter to mount smartphone to a tripod (standard or tabletop tripod) 
o High quality construction 
o Cost approx. = $30  
o Joby Grip Tight Pro Mount 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/Microphone-Professional-Valband-Omnidirectional-Microphone/dp/B081GXFYX3/ref=asc_df_B081GXFYX3/?tag=&linkCode=df0&hvadid=416852484227&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=1719557909850507583&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvqmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmdl=&hvlocint=&hvlocphy=9073456&hvtargid=pla-956447042807&ref=&adgrpid=95587149804&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/IK-Multimedia-handeld-condenser-smartphones/dp/B004IA8F50
https://www.amazon.com/Ergonomics-Smartphone-Stabilizer-Compatible-60mm-100mm/dp/B075S17PVB/ref=sr_1_4?crid=2L42I648W0STJ&dchild=1&keywords=fantaseal+ergonomic+cell+phone+smartphone+holder&qid=1633386458&sprefix=fantaseal+%2Caps%2C204&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Saramonic-SR-UM9-C35-Replacement-Connector-Microphone/dp/B06XT16Y35
https://www.amazon.com/Joby-JB01389-Griptight-Mount-Black/dp/B01C7UYBAA
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