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Current Positions
              Professor of the Practice of International Relations; University Fellow, Center on Public Diplomacy; Director, U.S.-Mexico Network

             Global Fellow, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Mexico Institute
             Senior Adviser, Monarch Global Strategies
             Member, National Intelligence Council, Western Hemisphere Board of Experts

Previous Positions

Associate Professor (of Teaching) of International Relations, University of Southern California (2007-2020)


Senior Fellow (non-resident), Center for Strategic and International Studies (2013-2021)


Senior Analyst, Latin America.  Eurasia Group, Washington, DC (2006-07)



Professor/Researcher (tenured), Department of International Studies, Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM), México City, Mexico. 1997-2005

Education



BA, California State University, Northridge, Political Science, summa cum laude, 1982


MA, Tulane University, Latin American Studies, 1984


PhD, University of Southern California, School of International Relations, 1993.

Areas of Specialization

Mexican Politics, Economic Policy, and Foreign Policy; US-Mexico Relations; Public Diplomacy; Political Economy of Latin America.
Professional Activities

Political Risk in the Mexican Economy

ManattJones Global Strategies/Monarch Global Strategies, 2014-present NIC Western Hemisphere Board of Experts, 2016-present

Eurasia Group, 2006-2007
Frontier Strategy Group, 2009-2012

Scotia Bank, 2009-2011


Council on Emerging Markets, 2009


BCP Securities, 2005
Granville Cooper, 2000-2003
Barclays Bank 1999-2000

Paribas Bank, 1998-1999

Marconi Communications/Reltec, 1998-2001

Selected Risk Reports: 


Monarch News. Lead author of this newsletter on Mexico and U.S.-Mexico relations published by Monarch Global Strategies (previously ManattJones Global Strategies), 2016-present.



AMLO Transition Report. Twice monthly report on the 2018 Presidential 


transition in Mexico authored for Monarch Global Strategies, July 2018-January 2019.


National Intelligence Council. “Mexico’s energy crisis: How bad can it get?”, 

2007.

National Intelligence Council. “The Mexican Presidential Election: Implications for Political Stability and Governance”, 2006.
Policy Briefings and Congressional Testimony


2022



National Intelligence Council, January



US Embassy, Mexico City, Political and Economic sections, February


2019



California Senate Select Committee on California-Mexico Cooperation, May 



Mexican Center for National Intelligence, June 



Mexican Consul General in Los Angeles, September



Bureau for Intelligence and Research, U.S. Department of State, November 


2018



Bureau for Intelligence and Research, U.S. Department of State, October 


2017



Bureau for Intelligence and Research, U.S. Department of State, September 



Latin America Research Group, Central Intelligence Agency, May and August 



U.S. Ambassador to Mexico, Roberta Jacobson, August 



Mexican Under-Secretary for North America, Carlos M. Sada, August 


2016



Mexican Ambassador to the United States, Carlos M. Sada, June



U.S. Ambassador to Mexico, Roberta Jacobson, August 


2013



Foreign Minister of Mexico, Jose Antonio Meade, January 16.



Latin America Research Group, Central Intelligence Agency, July 16.


2012



Director of US AID Office, US Embassy, Mexico, Larry Sacks, October.



Mexican Senator, Manuel Camacho, November.





Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs, Roberta Jacobson, 

December.

2011



US Ambassador to Mexico, Carlos Pascual, March.



House Committee on Foreign Affairs, SubCommittee on the Western Hemisphere, 


“Has Merida Evolved?” 13 September. 




Deputy Chief of Mission, US Embassy, Mexico, John Feeley, December.

2010   



US Ambassador to Mexico, Carlos Pascual, June.



US Deputy Assistant Secretary for North America, Roberta Jacobson, July


2009




US Secretary of State, Hillary Clinton (prior to her first trip to Mexico), March.


Presidential Adviser (Mexico) for International Affairs and Competitiveness, Rafael Fernández de Castro, June. 


US Ambassador to Mexico Designate, Carlos Pascual (prior to his departure for Mexico) June.

2007

US Assistant Secretary of Commerce, David Bohigian (prior to Commerce Secretary Carlos Gutierrez’ trip to Mexico) January.

New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg (prior to Mexico trip) April.


1999



Mexican Senator, Rodolfo Elizondo, Chair of the Latin America Sub-Committee, Mexican Senate, briefings on Latin American Politics and Mexico-Latin America Relations.
Media Activities

Quoted in over 50 newspapers, news magazines, and wire services in the United States, Mexico, Canada, Europe, and Asia including the New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, and the Financial Times.  The list further includes the Washington Times, Chicago Tribune, Los Angeles Times, Miami Herald, Houston Chronicle, Christian Science Monitor, Vice News, Newsweek, Business News Americas, and LatinVex (United States), the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation (Canada), the Guardian and BBC Mundo (UK), EFE (Spain) Sanlian LifeWeek (China), Época, IstoÉ, and Agência Estado (Brazil), El Mercurio (Chile), Reforma, El Universal, El Heraldo and Proceso (Mexico)

Political and economic commentary on television and radio in Mexico and the United States, including The News Hour, Charlie Rose, National Public Radio, Public Radio International, American Public Media’s Marketplace, KPFK, KPCC, KCRW, KJZZ, CNBC, BBC-World, Fox, Fox Mundo, CBC Television, CNN International, Televisa, and Zocalo Public Square.


Opinion articles in the Financial Times, New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Christian Science Monitor, Chicago Tribune, Sacramento Bee, La Opinión (Los Angeles), Reforma (Mexico City), Mexico News Daily, the Mexican news weekly Cambio, and the Conversation. 


Guest Commentator, Latin American Adviser, Washington, DC: Inter-American Dialogue, 2002-2003 and 2006-present.


Guest Commentator, Pacific Council on International Policy, website debates, 2016-2017

Guest Commentator, Latinvex, 2020.
Podcasts


“La elección virtual”, Reporte EUA, 7 May 2020.


“Mexico and the U.S. Come to a Fork in the Road”, 35 West, Center for Strategic and International Studies, March 15, 2018.  


“Code Breaker”, 35 West, Center for Strategic and International Studies, October 18, 2018.  
Invited Presentations


2022    



Mexico Business Summit, “A Reset of US-Mexico relations? Will action follow

intentions?”, Webinar. February.

2021



The American Chamber/Mexico, “Biden's first 100 days: An update on what's new 

in trade, logistics and investment”, Webinar. March.


Mexico Cumbre de Negocios Business Summit, “Towards a North American 


Industrial Platform:  Wishful thinking or reality?”, Webinar, September.


 Milken Institute Global Conference, “ Reinforcing Mutual Prosperity: The 
U.S.-Mexico Relationship”, October.

2020



The Atlantic Council, Rio Bravo Congressional Fellowship “US-Mexico 


Diplomatic Relations in the Time of COVID”.  Webinar. June.

2019

The Chicago Council on International Affairs,  “America First Meets Mexico First”, January.
Council on Foreign Relations, “AMLO and the Future of U.S.-Mexico Relations”, Los Angeles, February
University of California, Davis, and California Chamber of Commerce, “California-Mexico Relations”, Sacramento, CA, May.

Senate Presidents’ Forum, “U.S.-Mexico Trade Relations”, Santa Fe, NM, September.

Oxford University, Rothermere American Institute, “Face-to-Face with Trump: Dependent Mexico and the Hegemon”, October.

Get Global Annual Conference, “The North American System:  How the USMCA Changes Things”, Long Beach, CA November.


2018



Los Angeles World Affairs Council, “U.S.-Mexico at Loggerheads”, July 10.


George Washington University Alumni Association, “The Mexican Presidential 


Election”, June 26, Los Angeles. 

2017



Pacific Council on International Policy, “Mexico’s 2018 Presidential Election and 


Bilateral Relations”, October.



Instituto Belisario Dominguez, Senado de la Republica, Mexico, Panel presentation 


on: U.S.-Mexico Relations, Mexico City, August.



Pacific Council on International Policy, Teleconference Briefing: “Mexico and the 

United
States: A Relationship on the Brink?”, Los Angeles, February.


Center for Strategic and International Studies, Panel discussion: The U.S.-Mexico Border: The Way Forward, Washington, DC, February.  


Pacific Council on International Policy, Spring Conference, panel discussion on the 

North American Free Trade Agreement, Los Angeles, April.



University of California, Los Angeles, Global Policy Seminar, “U.S.-Mexico 

Relations at a Crossroads”, Los Angeles, May.  


2016


Center on Public Diplomacy, “The U.S. Presidential Election & Mexico’s Image of America”, Los Angeles, March.


U.S.-Mexico Chamber of Commerce, “Recent Developments in Mexico”, Los Angeles, April.


Aspen Ideas Festival, “Future of U.S.-Mexico Relations”, Aspen, Colorado, June.


Rice University, Mexico Center, “U.S.-Mexico Relations in the Trump Era”, Houston, December.

2015



Pacific Council on International Policy, Spring conference panel on transparency 

and corruption in Latin America, Los Angeles, April.  



Oxford University, St. Anthony’s College, North American Studies Program, May.



Ditchley Park, Conference on Reform and Change in Mexico, Oxford, UK, May.



Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars and Pacific Council on 

International Policy, Los Angles, June.



Mexico Business Summit, Guadalajara, Mexico, October


2014



Getty House Foundation, City of Los Angeles, February.



Consulate General of Mexico, Los Angeles, February.



Southern Methodist University, Tower Center, Dallas, TX, September.



Pacific Council on International Policy, Teleconference on Normalization of US-

Cuba Relations, Los Angeles, December.


2012



Institute of the Americas, San Diego, California, August.



Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México (UNAM), Centro de Investigaciones 

sobre Estudios de América del Norte (CISAN), Mexico City, November (keynote 


speaker).



Mexico Business Summit, Queretaro, Mexico, November. 


2011



American Association of Newspaper Editors, San Diego, April



Center for Hemispheric Policy, Miami, November.



2010



International Monetary Fund, February.



Center for Hemispheric Policy, Miami, December.


2009



UCLA Hammer Museum, Hammer Forum, August (keynote speaker).



George Washington University, National Security Studies Program, 


August (keynote speaker).

Government of the State of Zacatecas, Zacatecas, Mexico, July

Institute of the Americas, July

12th Annual Harvard Latino Law and Public Policy Conference, Harvard University, April.

UCLA Global Security Seminar, March

American of Chamber of Commerce, Mexico, Mexico City, March

Pacific Council on International Policy, San Diego and San Francisco, February and June

2008
The Inter-American Dialogue, Washington, DC, December



Chicago Council on Global Affairs, Chicago, November (keynote speaker).

Institute of the Americas,  La Jolla, California, November
Mexico Business Summit, Monterrey Mexico, November


Center for Hemispheric Policy, Mexico Task Force, Miami, May



Pacific Council on International Policy, Los Angeles, September
2007

“Energy Reforms in the Short and Long Term”, Woodrow Wilson Center Working Group on Energy in Mexico, July

“The Calderon Government:  Challenges for Governing Mexico and Issues for US Policy”, David Rockefeller Center for Latin American Studies, Harvard University, April

“Political Party System in Transition”, Institutions and Political Actors in Mexico’s 2006 Elections, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, March


2006


“The Mexican Election:  Implications of US Policy”. Latin America Elections Update, Council on Foreign Relations.  New York, NY.  November

“Challenges for a Post-Election Mexico.”  Congressional Staff Roundtable, Council on Foreign Relations.  Washington, DC.  October

“Roundtable on the Mexican Presidential Election.”  Inter-American Dialogue, Washington, DC, July

“The Mexican Election and US-Mexico Relations.  Hudson Institute Congressional Staff Roundtable.  Washington, DC.  June

“Mexican Migration Politics.”  U.S. Department of State, INR Conference on Migration, Arlington, VA, April

“Mexico’s Political Party System in Transition”,  Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, March

2005

 “US-Latin American Relations.” State Legislative Leaders Foundation, Mexico City Meeting. March 2005.

2004

“Globalización.  Mexican Senate.  Mexico City, October 2004. 
“The Political-Economy of Dollarization and Currency Boards in Latin America.”  Inter-American Development Bank.  Washington, DC. June 2004.

“Thinking about Governability in Latin America:  The Politics of Dollarization.” International Monetary Fund.  Washington, DC. May 2004.

“Mexican Domestic Politics: Recent Developments, Short-Term Outlook”,  CSIS Roundtable Discussion, Center for Strategic and International Studies, Washington, DC, February 2004.


2003

“Pesos for Dollars?  The Political Economy of Dollarization in the Americas”. Laval University, Québec, Québec, Canada.  November 2003.

“The Political Economy of Dollarization in El Salvador”.  Escuela Superior de Economía y Negocios, San Salvador, El Salvador.  November 2003.
“The US-Mexico Bilateral Relationship in Perspective”.  US Department of State, Bureau of Intelligence and Research, Arlington, Virginia.  September 2003.
“Mexico-US Relations in the Fox Era”. Mexican Cultural Institute, Washington, DC.  November 2003.

“La guerra en Iraq y las relaciones México-Estados Unidos”.  Conferencia Espacio 2003, Veracruz, Mexico, April 2003.


2002

“El Origen de la Crisis Argentina:  Lecciones para el Desarrollo del Modelo Neoliberal”.  Series of talks arranged by the U.S. Consulate, Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico, April 2002.    

Audiences included the Chamber of Commerce (CANACO), Universidad de Guadalajara, Universidad de la Valle de Atemajac, and the newspaper “El Informador”.
“The Origins of the Argentine Crisis and its Consequences for Mexico”.  U.S. Embassy, Mexico City, Mexico, January 2002.

2001



“Globalization and National Security”.  Centro de Estudios Superiores Navales,
Mexico City, Mexico, September 2001.



“Globalization and Labor”.  CALIS Summer Institute for Educators, University of 

Southern California, August 2001 and November 2001.



“La dolarización en América Latina”.  Universidad de San Andres, Buenos Aries, 

Argentina, May 2001.



“Los obstáculos políticos a la implementación de la dolarización”.  El Rol del Banco 

Central debajo de la  dolarización.  Conference sponsored by the Central Bank of Ecuador, 

Quito, Ecuador, March 2001.



“How is the Mexican Business Culture Coping with Globalization?”  World 


Economic Forum, Mexico Meeting 2001, Cancun, Mexico.  February 2001.


1995-2000



“The Collapse of the PRI System in Mexico”, UCLA‑ISOP Summer Institute for 

Educators, University of California, Los Angeles, August 2000.



“La Política de la dolarización en América Latina”.  Universidad Torcuato Di Tella, 

Buenos Aires, Argentina.  April 2000. 


“The Politics of Dollarization in Latin America”.  The Carnegie Endowment for 

International Peace and the Inter-American Dialogue, Washington, DC.  March 2000.


“The Impact of International Financial Markets on U.S.-Latin American Relations”.  Relaciones Estados Unidos-América Latina en al Posguerra Fría, Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM), México, DF, June 1998.


“International Financial Institutions in Latin America”, The Inter-American Dialogue, March 1998 and the Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, Harvard University, September 1998.



“Comment:  The Viability of Currency Boards:  Argentina versus Indonesia.”  Los 

saldos del milagro:  La crisis financiera en Asia.  Centro de Investigación y Docéncia 

Económica (CIDE), Mexico City, February 1998.


“Mexican Pluralism and Economic Stability:  The Challenges Ahead for Managing

 the North American Relationship.”  Reinventing North America: Tending the Relationship.  

Conference co-hosted by the North American Institute and the Council on Foreign Relations, San Diego, CA, November 1997.



“The Globalization of the World Economy”.  ITAM-CSIS conference for Mexican 

Senators of the Nation Action Party, Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM), 

Mexico City, October 1997.


"Mexico at the Crossroads: Reform or Revolution?",  San Joaquin Delta College, 

Stockton, CA.  May 1995. 

Other Professional Activities

Official foreign election monitor for the 1 July 2012 Mexican presidential election working with, and at the invitation of, Civic Alliance/Alianza Cívica.
Teaching and Mentoring

Teaching: International Relations
Since joining USC in fall 2007, I have taught ten distinct courses.  Seven of these courses were new to USC, including six that were new to the U.S. curriculum for International Relations and Public Diplomacy.  Of these, one inaugurated the Dornsife Problems without Passports program, one was the first Dornsife/International Relations course taught in Cuba, and one was an experiential learning course transformed entirely into an on-line format due to COVID-19.  These courses all employ the Socratic approach to learning (even the large lecture courses) and all integrate active, student-centered learning techniques to create a dynamic learning experience.  I also use technology, collaboration, and experiential learning and flipped classroom techniques when they are best suited to achieving the learning objectives of individual courses.  
Economics and Security: Political Risk Analysis (IR427):   

A senior seminar, this course takes advantage of my work in risk analysis to teach students how to do risk analysis.  They learn the inherently interdisciplinary skill of risk analysis in three ways.  First, during the first half of the semester, I teach skills using a Socratic teaching method in which students must read to answer assigned questions which the entire group discusses during class.  Second, students apply this learning experientially through the creation of a simulated risk analysis firm during the second half of the semester. And third, students learn to express their ideas clearly and succinctly in writing through a series of exercises.
The first exercise in doing risk analysis is a collaborative, learner-centered exercise that takes advantage of wiki technology.  Students are required to work in groups and, using the Blackboard wikis, write short (250-300 words) risk analysis pieces.  The wiki allows group members to edit one another’s work, allows the rest of the class to comment on these “works-in-progress”, allows the instructor to add a final comment before the groups revise their work for a final grade.  This exercise is then repeated two more times.  This process allows the entire group to learn from their own successes and mistakes, as well as that of others, in doing risk analysis and writing up the results. 
The second exercise requires students to work independently to further hone their risk analysis and writing skills.  Here students write an 800-1000 word analysis of the implications for risk of a single event or structural characteristic of their assigned country.  They repeat this exercise three times because repetition is a key to learning from our mistakes. I heavily correct the first two of these assignments, giving students the option of rewriting to improve their performance. 
The third set of exercises is collaborative once again, as students become the employees of a simulated risk analysis firm.  In their country teams, students measure 20 drivers of risk in their country and translate this quantitative picture of their country into a full written risk report.  They then present their core findings in an oral presentation.     
Mexico and its Relations with the United States (IR366):

This course draws on my deep understanding of Mexico and my policy experience in U.S.-Mexico relations.  It focuses on Mexico and its relationship with the United States, and is the most traditional of the courses I teach at USC.  Students learn the political, economic and social history that shapes modern Mexico, including the history of U.S.-Mexico relations.  The course uses this history to identify the international and domestic factors that shape this peculiar bilateral relationship.  They then use this analytic structure to discuss current challenges in the bilateral relationship and consider what the future likely holds for these two North American neighbors.   
As with IR 427, this course is structured around a Socratic teaching method of teaching.  Students must read material prior to class in order to answer a series of assigned questions.  These questions and their answers form the foundation for each class session. 
In this class, students take their midterm examination on line.  Given that this course strongly emphasizes analysis of facts over memorization, the transition to an open-book, on-line approach made perfect sense.
In its 2008-2016 versions, the centerpiece of the course was a bi-national group research project in which students from USC and from ITAM in Mexico City worked collaboratively to analyze a policy challenge in the bilateral relationship and present their findings in both written and oral form.  This required the students to use research, write and edit a research paper, develop an oral presentation, and present it to both classes, using videoconferencing technology (in the days long before Zoom made this easy).  
Remittances and Development in Mexico (IR337)

This experiential, problem-based learning course was one of the first courses designed for the Dornsife “Problems without Passports” summer program.  It required students to study economic develop and the Mexican context of development to understand the role of remittances in Mexico’s development.  After two weeks of intensive classroom study, we traveled to Mexico City and Zacatecas (a region of Mexico with high remittance receipts), to undertake primary research on the topic.

Thanks to my deep network of contacts in Mexico, I was able to set up interviews with bankers, government officials, NGO representatives, and remittance recipients themselves.  Students used the interview research techniques they learned before traveling to Mexico to work collaboratively to develop questions that deepened and enriched their understanding of the ties between remittances and development in Mexico generally, and in Zacatecas specifically.  After each day of interviewing, I required the students to interact a second time with the interview material.  I asked them to write a short blog post to synthesize the main take-aways from the day.  

On their final day in Mexico, I set up a study group of professors at the Autonomous University of Zacatecas where students presented their proposed policy recommendations and received constructive criticism.  On this foundation, students wrote term projects about the role of remittances in Mexican development.
Unfortunately, the changing security situation and politics in Mexico forced me to stop teaching this course.

International Relations Policy Task Force: Rethinking U.S.-Cuban Relations (IR 404):  

The first Dornsife course ever taught in Cuba, this class was another “Problems without Passports” experiential summer program.  It required students to study the bilateral relationship, to consider what policies have successfully (or unsuccessfully) promoted U.S. national interests and why.  Taught during the Obama Administration which was then considering changes to U.S. policy, it required students to build on this foundational information to identify possible policy changes that might better advance U.S. national interests, and to present and justify these conclusions in a policy memorandum. 

The first two weeks were devoted to intensive classroom study followed by field research in Washington, DC, and Miami, and Havana, Cuba.  Using my contacts in the Washington policy community, research in Washington was mostly interview-based and included the Assistant Secretary of State for Western Hemisphere Affairs and the Senior Adviser for the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.  In Miami, students spoke with the former president of the Cuban American National Foundation, other leaders of the Cuban-American community, and Miami-based academic specialists on Cuba.  
In Cuba, activities were organized through my contacts at the University of Havana and included courses at the University, interviews with Cuban academics, and formal and informal gatherings with Cuban university students.   The second year I taught the course, students also traveled to Cienfuegos on the south shore of the island where they met with instructors and students at the University there.

Unfortunately, political changes in Washington and Havana have forced me to stop teaching this course.
Financing Development in Mexico (IR322)

My third and still on-going experiential learning course is this Maymester course.  It requires intensive classroom study where students learn about markets, development, finance, the Mexican developmental context, and how to undertake interview research.  They then spend two weeks in Mexico City and Puebla where they interview representatives of microcredit institutions, entrepreneurial accelerators, social impact investors, and the entrepreneurs they promote and finance.  


To deepen the learning process, throughout the course students are required to interact with the material several times.  In the classroom segment of the course, (as I always do) I provide questions to guide students’ review of the materials (readings, videos, podcasts) in advance of each class session which develops in a largely Socratic manner.  I then require an analytic mid-term examination to force students to integrate all the material presented in the classroom portion of the course.  Students then work collaboratively in groups to discuss the logic behind their distinct answers to the examination, followed by a group discussion.  
During their stay in Mexico, students are required to return to the material from the classroom portion of the course to inform the content of their interview questions.  And following the interviews, they have to review their notes to write a series of blog posts highlighting the most interesting or surprising take-aways from the interviews.  

Finally, students synthesize all this information into a final essay explaining the relative effectiveness of microcredits, accelerators, and social impact investing on the success of small entrepreneurs, and on Mexican development more broadly.

The Political Economy of Latin American Development (IR364):  


Using a traditional course structure, this class relies on an interdisciplinary approach to learning.  It requires students to use theories of international relations, political science, market economics, and institutional economics to analyze how the interplay between economics and politics has shaped the trajectory of Latin American economic development.  After learning about theories of growth and development from several different perspectives, students use them to explain the history of development in Latin American and to understand the central development challenges still facing the region.  Finally, they employ this information to identify and explain the causes of and potential policy solutions for development in their assigned Latin American country.

The course uses a semi-Socratic approach in which assigned questions guide the students’ preparation for class, their participation in class discussion, and the consequent development of the body of information that appears on their two mid-term examinations and undergirds their term project analyzing development in a single country.
The Spring 2013 version took advantage of a Learning Environment Grant and new software created for USC’s Tomás Rivera Policy Institute to create a new approach to the term project.  Working collaboratively, student groups created an on-line resource page for their assigned country.  These included a short essay explaining their country’s key developmental challenge and four resource pages – one for each of the challenges discussed in the essay and one for current developments in the country – containing both resources about and images evocative of the particular challenge.  
The Fall 2018 version took a different approach to the term paper.  This term students were again required to work collaboratively in groups to develop a power point-based presentation that illuminated how the broad trends in Latin American development during the twentieth presented in the course played out in one country.  They then expanded on their arguments to build a detailed, three-page outline of the term paper behind their oral presentation.
In the Fall of 2019 I had a relatively small group of students, so I returned to the traditional term paper format in which students use the theory and history learned in the course to explain core development challenges in a single country.  Many of the students were unhappy with this approach, arguing that while it was an effective learning tool it was too demanding of their time for a 300-level course.  This feedback has encouraged me to return to the collaborative approach to the term project in Fall 2020.
Introduction to International Relations (IR101): 


A general education course, this class helped students develop a single analytic framework (based on interests, institutions, and interaction) and used it to illuminate the core factors explaining international affairs (war and peace, civil war and terrorism, international law, norms, and human rights, and international trade, finance, development, and environmental concerns).  
The course employed Star Trek (segments, full episodes, and blogs) and current events (at the time, Iran and Syria) to make learning fun and relevant.  

Student centered learning included, for example, parallel videos of speeches by Presidents Bush and Obama representing realist and liberal views of the world respectively. Students were asked to think, pair, and share to identify words and phrases demonstrating the theoretic perspective of each president. 

And it flipped the classroom by requiring students to write blog posts four times during the semester, applying classroom lessons to current events in international affairs, and then discussing their blogs in their discussion sessions with their TAs.

Managing New Global Challenges (IR305)


Subtitled “Economic Globalization on the Brink”, this course will be taught by me for the first time in Fall 2020.  It will begin and end with current events – COVID-19, the U.S.-China trade war, Brexit, and the renegotiation of NAFTA, all of which point to problems with economic globalization.  To understand what this means for the future of free trade and global markets more generally, the course looks back to the origins of the modern economic order in the aftermath of World War II to discern both the foundations of its durability (a belief in free markets, political will, and technological changes) and why that foundation is showing cracks today (failings of financial markets undermining confidence in free trade and with it political will).  It will then trace the development of global markets since the 1950s, the rise of a backlash to this economic order in the late 20th and early 21st centuries, the challenges it faces today, and what the future might bring.

In the COVID-19 context, this relatively large lecture course is apt to be taught on line.  This will engender changes to my teaching techniques that will make greater use of asynchronous, flipped classroom techniques including pre-recorded lectures, reading memos and discussion boards that will be discussed in class.  It will take advantage of Zoom functionality to integrate PowerPoint presentations and white board into short lecture segments broken up by collaborative group learning and Socratic discussion of group findings.  

Teaching: Public Diplomacy

In addition to my undergraduate course offerings in the School of International Relations, I have also regularly taught two Master-level courses in the Public Diplomacy program in the Annenberg School of Communication and Journalism.  Both of these seminar courses are taught exclusively with a Socratic method, in which students are provided with a series of questions to guide their interaction with the readings, videos, and podcasts assigned for a given class session.  The class is structured around these questions and though this, a student-led (and instructor supported) discussion of the assigned topic.
Public Diplomacy in the Americas (PUBD 520): 


This course is the first in the USC Public Diplomacy program to focus on the Americas, the region that is home to the first and longest-standing U.S. effort to actively employ public diplomacy in its foreign affairs.  The course illuminates how the use of use of public diplomacy (by states and non-state actors) in the Americas has changed since the late 19th century.  

This seminar-style course is relies heavily on a Socratic discussion of the materials assigned for each class session, organized around the questions I assign to guide their reading.  In each session, one or two students are required to write a discussion paper/reading memo that requires students to interact several times with the assigned materials.  I grade the paper/memo before class and encourage the students to use this, along with the assigned reading questions, to lead the class discussion (with the assistance of the professor when required).  Following the discussion and receipt of the graded paper, each student is encouraged to revise and resubmit the memo to correct its weaknesses and thereby learn from mistakes made. Each student completes two of these papers during the term.
At the conclusion of the course, students complete a final project.  This requires students to select a regional actor, study its public diplomacy, and write a policy memorandum illuminating the strengths and weaknesses of its strategy and proposing modifications to improve its operational efficiency.  Students present their conclusions to the entire group, accompanied by a PowerPoint presentation.
The Public Diplomacy of Trade (PUBD 524): 


This is the first course in the entire Public Diplomacy curriculum to consider how public diplomacy has shaped global trade and how trade agreements themselves function as public diplomacy.  It uses free trade as a case study to teach students to use theories of socialization (from international relations, comparative politics, psychology, and sociology) to analyze how and why different tools of public diplomacy​ tend to be more effective than others.  Students then use this knowledge to think beyond traditional problems in public diplomacy, in this case focused on global public support for free trade, and to translate this learning into policy relevant recommendations.

Like PUBD 520, this is a seminar course that relies on reading questions, discussion papers, and student discussion leaders to guide each class session, and it employs the revise and resubmit approach to learning from mistakes. 

The 2012-2016 versions of the course took advantage of my personal relationship with Robert Pastor, the author of the then recent book, “The North American Idea.”  The term project required students to work collaboratively to write a paper that presents, and explains the operational logic behind, a Public Diplomacy strategy for socializing North American publics to the idea tighter regional integration. We also used videoconferencing technology to enable students to interview the author in 2012 & 2013.  

After Robert Pastor’s death and with the passage of time, this assignment lost its appeal for students.  So I eliminated it and restructured the course to incorporate the European experience with continental free trade and the Chinese impact on global trade.
COVID-19 Adaptations


I was able to quickly and seamlessly adapt my Spring 2020 courses into an on-line format for the second half of the semester.  As a small seminar, my PubD 520 course easily made the transition to Zoom.  IR 427 required a bit more work, forcing me to break up Socratic lectures/discussions with synchronous group exercises.  The asynchronous group exercises and final project transitioned well onto Zoom, allowing the smooth completion of a course whose students were spread across the United States and the Dominican Republic.    


I then adapted my IR 322 Maymester experiential learning course from a Mexico-based course into an on-line but still interview-based format.  This included breaking up the first week’s Socratic discussions and lectures with synchronous group discussions and individual exercises.  This created shorter “lectures” that were easier for the students to digest on-line.  


Their mid-term examination consisted of two analytic questions which they answered in an on-line, open book examination.  Upon completion of the exam (after a short break), students formed small groups to discuss the logic behind their distinct answers to the assigned questions.  Finally, we discussed this material as a group, further solidifying their learning through repeated interaction with the material.   

I also employed asynchronous assignments in the four modules that formed the backbone of the course.  Each module was built around an “interview” with a key participant in Mexican microfinance or social impact investing.  This began with a short Zoom-based presentation followed by a student-led interview session.  Students were thus required to work collaboratively in small groups, with my guidance, to develop interview questions.  Following the interview, students had to review their lecture notes and write a short blog post identifying the most interesting or surprising element of the presentation and ensuing interview.  

In the final segment of the course, I used discussion board assignments to encourage a deliberative dialogue among students to help them begin to think synthetically about the relationship between the interviews, the “experiential” learning portion of the course, and the more traditional “in-class” material presented during the first week of class. The students wrote these in the early afternoon, commented in the late afternoon, and discussed in the group the following morning. 

Student Opportunities


Set up internships for International Relations and Public Diplomacy students at:

Consulate General of Mexico, Los Angeles, initiated an internship program beginning in fall 2009 (24 students have participated in this program through Spring 2020)

Center for Strategic and International Studies, Americas Program, initiated a Summer internship program in 2013 (2 students took advantage of it before a new director decided to cancel it).

American Chamber/Mexico, Mexico City, initiated a summer internship program 2012-2013 (2 students took advantage of it before new leadership decided to cancel it).



Mexican Embassy, Washington, DC, summer 2012.


Sponsored students for paid internships at the consulting firm ManattJones Global Strategies, 2016-2017 (2 students before Manatt moved the program to its DC office).


Sponsored 39 successful SURF and SOAR undergraduate research project applications since 2008, including 16 since 2013.

Created and funded the U.S.-Mexico Network, which included opportunities for student research (four undergraduates/per year, including eleven 2013 -2017) and student participation in bi-national educational projects (about 75 USC students participants, 2013-2017).


Hosted speakers at USC, through my U.S.-Mexico Network project, through my affiliation with the Center on Public Diplomacy, or with the Center for International Studies.  This included key policymakers in US-Mexico relations and Mexican politicians and diplomats, most recently the governor of Sonora, Mexico, Claudia Pavlovich.   

Others included the U.S. Ambassador to Mexico, Carlos Pascual, the Mexican Ambassador to the United States, Arturo Sarukhan, the U.S. Assistant Secretary for Western Hemisphere Affairs, Roberta Jacobson, the Mexican Consul General in Los Angeles, Carlos García de Alba, the Governor of Morelos, Mexico and head of the Mexican Governors Association, Graco Ramirez, journalist Leon Krauze, the foreign policy adviser to Mexican president Felipe Calderón, Rafael Fernández de Castro, and Professors Robert Pastor of American University, Jordi Díaz of the University of Guelph, Guelph, Canada, and David Shirk of the University of San Diego.

Participated in multiple seminars and roundtables at the USC Center for International Studies and the Center on Public Diplomacy designed by or for students.

Mentoring of Students and Colleagues

Students

Faculty adviser, CALIS/TIRP (Teaching International Relations Program), 2021-

present


Faculty adviser, Glimpse from the Globe (International Relations Students’ on-line publication), 2020-present.

Co-authoring a research paper for academic publication (noted below) with a Dornsife undergraduate.


As director of the US-Mexico Network, I have worked with more than a dozen undergraduate student research assistants, guiding them not only on their work for the network (research, writing, and administrative tasks) but also on their educational and post-USC opportunities.

Helped 39 students receive SOAR and SURF grants and oversaw their associated research projects.

Identified outstanding student papers and guided students through deep editing needed to prepare manuscripts for publication and awards consideration.

Closely mentored dozens of USC students over the years, but the details of five examples should suffice to paint a clear picture of the reach of my mentoring:

Mentored a student I met in my US-Mexico Relations class as he wrote his honors thesis in Economics, for which he won second prize in Social Science in the 2019 Provost’s Undergraduate Symposium for Scholarly and Creative work and won Discovery Scholar distinction.  I also worked with Jonathan as he prepared his successful application for a Fulbright scholarship to intern in the Mexican private sector.

Mentored another student from my U.S.-Mexico Relations class as he researched and wrote a 2018 directed study on the rise of venture capital in Mexico.  The final paper was of such high quality that I used it as an assigned reading in my course on Financing Development in Mexico.  I kept in touch with him over the next three years while he worked at Bird, getting the private sector experience needed before applying to Business School.  I wrote several carefully crafted letters of recommendation for him.  He will begin his MBA studies in fall 2020 at the University of Chicago Booth School of Business.

Mentored a student for two years, including two summers, during which I twice sponsored successful grant applications for the USC Undergraduate Research Associates Program.  Under this program, I taught him the interview research techniques needed to complete the assigned work and guided him through the research he undertook in Mexico City and the ensuing writing of a formal research paper.  This paper formed the foundation for his second prize distinction in Social Science in the 2017 Provost’s Undergraduate Symposium for Scholarly and Creative work.  I also sponsored the paper for presentation at the Latin American Studies Association Congress, which he presented in April 2017. 
Mentored my lead my research assistant on the U.S.-Mexico Network project, where over three years she rose to become the coordinator of the project.  As a truly outstanding undergraduate, I encouraged her to take a master-level course in Public Diplomacy to push her to expand her abilities.  I helped her obtain an internship at the Mexican consulate in Los Angeles which, as a Mexican citizen, she was able to parlay into a post-graduation position in the Mexican Foreign Ministry.  And when she was ready to apply for graduate school, I wrote a detailed letter of recommendation as part of her successful 2018 application to study at the London School of Economics and Political Science.
Oversaw a summer 2011 independent research project on microfinance for a student who took my Political Economy of Latin American Development course.  Under my guidance, he translated this research into a strong Fulbright application which allowed him to become a Fulbright Scholar in Spain. 


Nominated six former students who were accepted as youth members of the Pacific Council on International Policy.

Nominated three former students who were accepted as youth members of the Mexican Council on Foreign Relations (COMEXI).

Used my contacts in the private sector to help students in my IR 427 course on political risk analysis obtain guidance from professionals in the field as well as paid internships and jobs in the field.


 Worked closely with USC Fulbright applicants helping them to refine their proposals and statements of purpose, including six successful candidates including one, Juan Espinoza, who completed a master degree program in Mexico (2013-18) and now is attending Harvard Law School.

Worked closely with (and wrote a recommendation for) a USC student who is a Mexican national as she successfully applied for a fellowship from Conacyt (the Mexican equivalent of the NSF) to fund her graduate studies in the United States.


Hours of one-on-one work with students to discuss their academic progress and professional future, and writing dozens of letters of recommendation for students and alumni for internships, employment, and graduate studies.  In just the past four years, five recent graduates were accepted to prestigious law schools while two others completed their law studies, seven were accepted to master degree programs while another completed his MA and began a job in investment banking.  One received a Fulbright, one a Princeton in Latin America fellowship, and two more landed jobs in the Mexican Foreign Ministry.

Mentored my teaching assistants in IR 101 by observing their discussion sections, making observations on how to improve their teaching, meeting with them one-on-one to answer questions about teaching, and writing letters of recommendation.  
Alert students and alumni to job openings that fit their professional profile and write emails to friends and colleagues at firms with job openings to call their attention to USC applicants.
Overall, have remained in close contact with dozens of former students through email and LinkedIn, and as a result I regularly serve as a professional reference for former students seeking employment.

Outside advisor for a start-up company, Geoskope, founded by a USC/SIR alumnus and former student, 2011-2014.
Colleagues and Junior Professionals
Multiple meetings with junior faculty member in International Relations/ Department of Political Science and International Relations to offer advice on teaching and promotion, and assistance with navigating the USC bureaucracy and managing departmental politics.
In one particular case, I closely mentored a newly-minted PhD lecturer in International Relations to help improve his teaching.  This included a meeting early in the Fall 2012 semester, sitting in on one of his classes, a long meeting following the class review to discuss his teaching techniques, and follow-ups throughout Spring 2013. 


Invited new lecturers in International Relations to visit my courses and to discuss teaching techniques afterwards. 
As a member of the curriculum committee, I regularly provided suggestions to colleagues designed to improve the quality of their course syllabi.  

Regular work with young professionals in risk analysis, both former USC students and former Monarch Global Strategies interns, to help them navigate the risk analysis profession.

Arranged numerous public diplomacy internships for MA students and worked closely with many during their time at USC and after graduation as they navigated what has become a difficult job market.
Discussions over the 2008-2013 period about teaching techniques and lesson plans with a senior colleague in the Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism who was new to teaching when he arrived to USC.

The U.S.-Mexico Network@USC    http://usmexnet.usc.edu/

The Network has been on hiatus since 2018 due to a family matter, funding challenges, and the loss of the URL for the Network publishing activities.  I am currently attempting to reinitiate the Network by resolving the final two issues.

A completely bi-lingual web-based platform designed to promote a productive cross-border exchange of ideas among young academics and university students to inspire new thinking and improved cross-border communication and understanding.  Funded by the U.S.-Mexico Foundation (2012-2017), the Network provides a means for geographically disparate individuals with common interests or educational objectives to work together in an inclusive and sustainable manner across national boundaries. The website hosts four main kinds of activities:  

1) A speaker series which brings Mexican politicians, diplomats, academics, and business leaders to USC to converse with USC students about Mexico and U.S.-Mexico relations.

2) Binational educational activities among university students.  Students taking parallel courses (in International Relations programs) work in small bi-national groups connected via videoconferencing technology to either research, write and present a term project or research and debate an assigned, course relevant question.
3)  Blog posts about current developments on issues of bilateral importance.  Posts are authored by Mexicans and Americans, junior scholars as well as advanced undergraduates.  This activity gives analysts a space where their ideas can be published and become the foundation for discussion, with any eye toward deepening and expanding bi-national knowledge, understanding and networking.  

4) The Network hosts electronic publishing which employs a novel approach to publishing policy-related research which keeps the articles/chapters short to promote their consumption while embedding them in a resource page containing annotated sources of additional bibliographic information.  http://usmexnet.usc.edu/la-biblioteca/.  

Publications

Edited Volumes

Reimagining U.S.-Mexico Relations:  From Here to 2024, edited with Rafael Fernandez de Castro and published on the U.S.-Mexico Network.  http://usmexnet.usc.edu/la-biblioteca/
As part of the U.S.-Mexico Network project, this volume employs a novel approach to publishing edited volumes on policy-related issues.  Each chapter is a short policy brief that speaks directly to policymakers on both sides of the border; it is published electronically allowing allows it to be updated as required to keep the analysis and policy recommendations current and relevant; and it is published as the centerpiece of an annotated resource page.  Each resource page contains essential background readings on the issue, additional resources on the core themes of the chapter, and news links to current developments, and provides short summaries of most of these resources.  And by publishing electronically each chapter can be posted as soon as it is completed. Six chapters were published, with two more planned, when a family matter and ensuing lack of funding forced me to put this project on hold.  In the meantime, a Chinese company appropriated the URL for the book, with the unfortunate consequence of leaving me with just screen shots of what was once a rich resource on U.S.-Mexico relations.

Markets and Democracy in Latin America: Conflict or Convergence? Contributor and  Co-editor with Philip Oxhorn.  Boulder, CO: Lynne Reinner, 2000.  
Monographs


The United States and Mexico 2009:  A Window of Opportunity?  Los Angeles, CA:  Pacific Council on International Policy, Special Report, April 2009.  

Challenges for a Post-Election Mexico: Issues for U.S. Policy.  New York, NY: Council on Foreign Relations, Special Report series.  2006.
Articles and Book Chapters

“What AMLO Really Thinks about Biden”, Foreign Policy (2 February 2021).  https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/02/02/what-amlo-really-thinks-about-biden/   And in Spanish:  Lo que realmente pienso AMLO sobre Biden, Letras Libres, marzo de 2021.
“A Second Mexican Revolution?  Energy Reform and North American Energy Independence” (with Michael Camuñez),  Foreignaffairs.com (17 August 2014). http://www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/141887/pamela-k-starr-and-michael-c-camunez/a-second-mexican-revolution

“U.S.-Mexican Relations and Mexican Domestic Politics”, in Roderic Ai Camp, ed., Oxford Handbook on Mexican Politics, Oxford University Press (2012).


“The Two “Politics of NAFTA” in Mexico”, Law and Business Review of the Americas 16:4 (Fall 2010): 839-853.

“Mexican Public Diplomacy:  Hobbled by History, Interdependence, and Asymmetric Power”, PD Magazine 1:2 (Summer 2009): 49-53. 


“Neither Populism nor the Rule of Law: The Future of Market Reform in Mexico”, Law and Business Review of the Americas 15:1 (Winter 2009): 127-151.

“Challenges for a Post-Election Mexico:  Issues for US Policy”, Law and Business Review of the Americas, 13:4 (Fall 2007): 799-820.

“Energy Reforms in the Short and Long Term”, In Andrew Selee, ed., Oil as a Strategic Resource in Mexico, Washington, DC, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, 2008.


“Pax Americana in Latin America:  The Hegemony behind Free Trade”.  In Jorge I. Dominguez and Byung-Kook Kim, eds.  Between Compliance and Conflict: East Asia, Latin America, and the “New” Pax Americana, Routledge,  2005: 77-109. 

“Mexican Foreign Policy”.  In Laura Randall, ed. The Changing Structure of Mexico: Political, Social and Economic Prospects, 2nd edition. M.E. Sharpe (2005), 49-57.  Also published in Spanish:  “La politica exterior de Mexico”, in Randall, ed. Reinventar México. Estructuras en proceso de cambio, Mexico, DF, Siglo XXI, 2006.

 
“Concluding Thoughts: The Roots of Misperceptions”.  Perceptions and Misconceptions in US-Mexico Relations.  Washington, DC:  Woodrow Wilson Center Press, 2005.

“El interludio Castañeda y el sueño de América del Norte” (with David Ayón).  In Rafael Fernández de Castro, ed.  En la Frontera del Imperio: México en el Mundo 2003.  Mexico City: Planeta, 2003.   

“Dollarization in Mexico:  Does It Make Sense and Is It Likely?” In Carl A. Cira and Elisa N. Gallo, eds.  Dollarization and Latin America: Quick Cure or Bad Medicine?  Latin American and Caribbean Center, Florida International University, Miami, FL, 2002.
 
“Pesos for Dollars? The Political Economy of Dollarization in Latin America”.  The Brazilian Journal of Political Economy, 21:1 (81) January/March 2001: 62-77.


“Monetary Mismanagement and Inadvertent Democratization in Technocratic Mexico” Studies in Comparative International Development 33:4 (Winter 1999): 35-65.


“La política del manejo del tipo de cambio en México y Argentina, 1994-1995”. Política y gobierno. 6:1 (premier semestre de 1999): 129-169.

 
“International Financial Institutions in Latin America”, in Jorge Dominguez, ed.  The Future of Interamerican Relations,  Routledge, 1999: 131-152.


“The Politics of Exchange Rate Management in Mexico and Argentina, 1994-1995”, in P. Oxhorn and P. Starr, eds. Markets and Democracy in Latin America: Conflict or Convergence? (Boulder, CO: Lynne Reinner, 1999):  203-238.


“Government Coalitions and the Viability of Currency Boards: Argentina Under the Cavallo Plan”, Journal of  Interamerican Studies and World Affairs 39:2 (Summer 1997):  83-133.


"State Capacity and the Management of Economic Reform".  In Leslie Armijo, ed.  Conversations on Democratization and Economic Reforms: Working Papers of the Southern California Seminar, 1992‑1993.  Miami: The North‑South Center, 1995. 


"The United States and the Cuban Revolution, 1958‑1960" (with Abraham F. Lowenthal). In Martin Staniland, ed.  Falling Friends: The United States and Regime Change Abroad. Westview Press, 1991. 
Solicited Articles


“Extending Morena’s Dominance of Mexican Politics: The 2022 Recall Referendum”. Wilson Center, Mexico Institute, April 2022.
“How the United States and Mexico are Prepping for a Fight”, Macrogeo (9 March 2017)


“Municiones contra Trump: Multiplicar las respuestas”, Letras Libres 219 (March 2017): 17-18.


“Peña Nieto’s Piñata” (with Michael Camuñez), Trade and Forfaiting Review 19:4 (February 2016) : 90-93. 

“Mexico’s Problematic Reforms”, Current History (February 2014): 51-57.

“Mexico’s Democratic Deficit”, Center for Hemispheric Policy, Modern Mexico Task Force Policy Papers, October 2012.  


“What Mexico’s Election Means for the Drug War”, Foreign Affairs.com, 28 June 2012.  


“Mexico’s Big, Inherited Challenges”, Current History (February 2012):43-49 (republished as “Calderón y los grandes retos heredados de México” in Letras Libres, no. 161 (May 2012): 30-33).


“Authoritarian Inheritances and Mexico’s Incomplete Democratic Transition”, Center for Hemispheric Policy, Mexico Under Calderón Task Force Policy Papers, Spring 2010. 

“PAN Mid-term Election Loss Could Cripple Calderón”, Focal Point: Canada’s Spotlight on the Americas, 8:3 (April 2009) Canadian Foundation for the Americas (FOCAL).

“Mexico Under Calderon:  Prospects for the Bi-Lateral Relationship”, U.S Policy in Latin America, Proceedings from Eighth Conference, Washington, DC: Aspen Institute, 2008, pp. 7-12.


“El final del presidencialismo”.  Poder y Negocios  50 (diciembre 2004-enero 2005): 36-41.


“US-Mexico Relations”.  Hemisphere Focus 12:2 (9 January 2004), Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), www.csis.org.


“The Mexican Mid-term Elections:  The PRI Resurgent and Democracy Strengthened?” Focalpoint: Spotlight on the Americas 2:7 (July 2003), Canadian Foundation for the Americas (FOCAL), www.focal.ca.


“Argentina: Anatomy of a Crisis Foretold”. Current History (February 2003): 65-71.


“Fox’s Mexico: Same as It Ever Was?”  Current History (February 2002): 58-65.

“La perspectiva económica en América Latina después del ataque al World Trade Center” (with Walter Molano).  Foreign Affairs en Español  2:1 (primavera 2002):  65-85.


“Dragon Breath: The Asian Effect in Latin America”  Hemisfile  (March/April 1998).


“A folia do cambio fixo.” Politica Comparada 1:2 (1997): 140-149.
Review Essays

“Mexico: Political Economy”, in Library of Congress, Handbook of Latin American Studies, 2014.


 “Mexico: Political Economy”, in Library of Congress, Handbook of Latin American Studies, vol. 65, 2010.


The Political Economy of Reform in Latin America: Politics, Institutions, Ideas, and Context”, Latin American Research Review, 44:3 (2009) pp. 224-234. 

 “Mexico: Political Economy”, in Library of Congress, Handbook of Latin American Studies, 2008.

“Perfecting Reform in Latin America:  What Role for the State?”  Latin American Research Review,  37:2 (2002): 183-199.
Book Reviews

Trejo, Guillermo and Sandra Ley.  Votes, Drugs, and Violence: The Political Logic of Criminal Wars in Mexico.  Cambridge University Press, 2020.  Bulletin of Latin American Research, forthcoming.
Roderic Ai Camp. Mexico: What Everyone Needs to Know, Oxford University Press, 2018.  Bulletin of Latin American Research, 2019.

Jorge I. Domínguez, Kenneth F. Greene, Chappell H. Lawson, and Alejandro Moreno, eds.   Mexico’s Evolving Democracy: A Comparative Study of the 2012 Elections. Baltimore, The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2015.  Latin American Politics and Society 58:1 (Spring 2016): 173-176.


Jorge I. Domínguez, Chappell Lawson, and Alejandro Moreno, eds.  Consolidating Mexico’s Democracy:  The 2006 Presidential Campaign in Comparative Perspective.  Baltimore, The Johns Hopkins University Press, 2009.  Latin American Politics and Society, 52:2 Summer 2010: 186-189.


Camp, Roderic Ai,  Mexico’s Mandarins: Crafting a Power Elite for the Twenty-first Century.  Berkeley and Los Angeles, University of California Press, 2002. Published in Estudios Interdisciplinarios de América Latina y el Caribe 15:2 (julio-diciembre de 2004) and  Foreign Affairs en Español, 3:2 (2003).


Hira, Anil,  Ideas and Economic Policy in Latin America:  Regional, National, and Organizational Case Studies.  Westport: Prager, 1998.  Published in Journal of Interamerican Studies and World Affairs, 42:2 (Summer 2000):  146-149.


Mahon, James.  Mobile Capital and Latin American Development.  Penn State Press, 1997.  Published in the Canadian Journal of Political Science 30:2 (July 1997) 397-398.

Manuscripts in Progress


“Institutional Constraints to Poverty Reduction in Mexico:  The Rise and Demise of Progresa-Oportunidades”, Co-authored with USC student, Madison Bradfield-Davis.  Article manuscript, under review, Journal of Latin American Studies.

“Understanding Mexico and U.S.-Mexico Relations”.  Book manuscript, estimated completion: 2023.
Fellowships and Grants 


Faculty Development Grant, 2017-2018, $1500.


USC Provost Undergraduate Research Associates Program, Summer 2015.  $3000 for student research stipend for project entitled, “The Rise of Venture Capital in Mexico”.


USC Center for International Studies; Center on Public Diplomacy; and Tomás Rivera Policy Institute, $12,000 in workshop support funds, Spring 2012.


Workshop Title:  Extending Public Diplomacy Learning Across Administrations 

in Mexico (held at USC, Spring 2013)


USC Learning Environment Grant, December 2012.


US-Mexico Foundation, 2012.  $36,000 grant to finance the operation of the US-Mexico Network for three years and later extended through June 2017.


USC College NTT Larger Faculty Development Grant, $1500, June 2011.


USC Annenberg School for Communication and Journalism, Three I’s Initiative Grant, Fall 2009.  



Project:  US-Mexico Network


USC Center for International Studies, Research Support Grant, Spring 2010.  



Project:  US-Mexico Network

Inter-American Development Bank, Report writing grant:



“The Politics of Social Policy in Mexico”, December 2005-September 2006.

​


Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars: 



Public Policy Scholar, September-December 2003 and July-August 2005.

Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología, Sistema Nacional de Investigadores, Nivel 2 
(Mexican government award for scholarly achievement), 2005.


Earhart Foundation Research Grant, 2001.

Consejo Nacional de Ciencia y Tecnología, Sistema Nacional de Investigadores, Nivel 1 
(Mexican government award for scholarly achievement), 1999.

Organization of American States, Dissertation Research Fellowship, 1991.  

Other Academic Activities

Conferences and Workshops 

U.S.-Mexico Forum 2025, participant and co-author of Strategic Diplomacy chapter, February 2021. https://usmex.ucsd.edu/us-mexico-forum/index.html 


First 100 days Memo on U.S.-Mexico Policy, Background expert and presenter at launch event, 22 February 2021.  https://www.pacificcouncil.org/first-100-days-memo 

In coordination with the Sunnylands Trust, organized the Annenberg Retreat on “Effective Public Diplomacy for a Strong U.S.-Mexico Relationship”, April 27-29 2018 in Ranch Mirage, California.  Invitees included current and former U.S. and Mexican Ambassadors, Assistant Secretaries of State, Public Diplomats and leading academic voices in the field.

Organized twin panels and presented a paper at the Latin American Studies Association International Congress, May 2018 in Barcelona, Spain.  



Panel 1:  The Institutional Foundations of Modern Mexico, Part 1



Panel 2:  The Institutional Foundations of Modern Mexico, Part 2



Paper:  “Thirty Years of Policy Reform in Mexico:  The Institutional Story”

Organized workshop on Mexican Public Diplomacy, February 25-26, 2013 held at USC.  Invitees included public diplomats from India, Chile, and Mexico and from four Los Angeles area consulates, USC public diplomacy professors and students.

“Teaching Foreign Policy across Borders (without Leaving the Classroom)”, paper presented at the American Political Science Association, Teaching and Learning Conference, Washington, DC, February 10-12, 2012.   


“U.S.-Mexican Relations and Mexican Domestic Politics”, paper presented at the Latin American Studies Association International Congress, Toronto, Canada, October 6-10, 2010.

“The Two “Politics of NAFTA” in Mexico”, paper presented at Challenges and Opportunities in Mexico: Implications for US-Mexico Relations, conference sponsored by the John Goodwin Tower Center for Political Studies at Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas, March 25-26, 2010.


“Neither populism nor the rule of law: The future of market reform in Mexico”, paper presented at Trade Integration in the Americas:  Revisiting the Washington Consensus, conference sponsored by the John Goodwin Tower Center for Political Studies at Southern Methodist University, Dallas, Texas, April 10-11, 2008. 


“The Political Economy of Dollarization and Currency Boards.  The Future of the Dollar Workshop, Cornell University, 4 November 2006.​


Organized Panel, “Why Fox Failed: Implications for Mexico and US-Mexico Relations” Latin American Studies Association Conference, Las Vegas, NV, October 7-9, 2004.


Presented Paper, “Mexico’s Democratic Challenge: Implications for Governance, Development, and US-Mexico Relations”.  Latin American Studies Association Conference, Las Vegas, NV, October 7-9, 2004.


“Concluding Thoughts”.  Conference on “Perceptions and Misperceptions: How we see each other in Mexico-US Relations.”  Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, DC, 27 February 2004.   


Organized Panel, “The Crisis of Convertibility in Argentina:  Origins and Lessons” Latin American Studies Association Conference, Dallas, TX, March 26-29, 2003.


Presented paper, “Argentina: Anatomy of a Crisis Foretold”.  Latin American Studies Association Conference, Dallas, TX, March 26-29, 2003.


Presented paper, “There is no Magic Cure: The Political Economy of Dollarization in the Americas”. International Studies Association Conference, Portland, OR, 25 February-1 March 2003.


Presented paper, “Pax Americana in Latin America:  The Hegemony behind Free Trade and Dollarization”.  International Conference on East Asia, Latin America and the “New” Pax Americana”.  Weatherhead Center for International Affairs, Harvard University, 14-15 February 2003.

Presented paper, “The Anatomy of a “Crisis Foretold”: The Origins of the Argentine Crisis and Lessons for the Neoliberal Development Model.  “Assessing Reforms ‘After’ Reforms:  Sustaining Free Market Pathways in Latin America?”, Conference held at the Center for Latin American Studies and the Watson Institute for International Affairs, Brown University, 1 November 2002.


Presented paper, “Dollarization in Mexico:  Does it Make Sense and Is it Likely?”.  Dollarization and Latin America:  Quick Cure or Bad Medicine?”.  Conference held at the Summit of the Americas Center, Florida International University, 4 March 2002.


Presented paper, “It’s the ‘Political-Economy’ Stupid:  The Origins of the Crisis of Convertability in Argentina”, Latin American Studies Association International Congress, Washington, DC, September 2001.


Presented paper, “Dollarization in the Americas: Its Promise and Its Pitfalls”.  Workshop on “Dollars, Democracy and Trade: External Influence on Economic Integration in the Americas.” Pacific Council on International Policy (PCIP)/Center for Applied Policy Research (CAP) Los Angeles, California, 18 May 2000.


Organized panel, “Pesos for Dollars?  The Politics of Dollarization in Latin America” Latin American Studies Association International Congress, Miami, Florida, March 2000.


Presented paper, “Dollars for Pesos?  The Politics of Dollarization in Latin America” International Studies Association Conference, March 1999, Los Angeles, California, and Latin American Studies Association International Congress, Miami, Florida, March 2000.


Organized conference “La Viabilidad de Dolarización en América Latina”.  Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM), November 1999.


Presented paper ““Pesos for Dollars?  The Political Challenges of Strict Fixed-Exchange Rate Regimes in Emerging Markets”, in the Viability of Dolarization in Latin America Conference, Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM) November 1999.


Presented paper co-authored with Athanasios Hristoulas. “Still Number 1: U.S. Economic Leadership in the Post-Cold War Era” International Studies Association Conference, February 1999, and American Political Science Association Annual Meetings, September 1999.


Organized panel “The Political Sustainability of Market Reforms in Latin America” for the Latin American Studies Association International Congress, Chicago, IL, September 1998.


Presented paper “Monetary Mismanagement and Inadvertent Democratization in Technocratic Mexico”, at the Southern Methodist University conference on “The Economic and Political Challenges of Market Reform in Latin America, Dallas, Texas, October 1997, and Latin American Studies Association International Congress, Chicago, IL, September 1998.


Co-organized panel “Financial Systems and Globalization” for the joint conference of the International Studies Association and the Mexican International Studies Association, Manzanillo, Mexico, December 1997.


Presented paper “Capital Flows, Fixed Exchange Rates, and Political Survival: Mexico and Argentina, 1994-1995,” American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Washington, DC, August 1997. 


Organized panel “The Past Holds the Future’s Secrets: The Influence of History on Political and Economic Reform in Mexico,” Latin American Studies Association International Congress, Guadalajara, Mexico, March 1997. 


Presented paper “Government Coalitions and the Viability of Currency Boards”, at the Southern Methodist University conference on “The Economic and Political Challenges of Market Reform in Latin America, Dallas, Texas, April 1996 and at the International Studies Association Conference, San Diego, California, April 1996.


Organized panel “The Problematic Relationship between Economic and Political Liberalization II:  The Political Constraints to Sustained Neoliberalism”, Latin American Studies Association International Congress, Washington, DC, September 1995 and International Studies Association Conference, San Diego, California, April 1996.


Presented paper “The Politics of Currency Boards: Argentina under the Cavallo Plan”, Latin American Studies Association International Congress, Washington, DC, September 1995.


Presented paper "The State as a Unit of Post‑Cold War Political Analysis: Reconsideration of an Old Methodological Issue in a New International Environment", International Studies Association Conference, Acapulco, Mexico, March 1993.  


Presented paper "Political Constraints to Economic Stabilization in the Early 1950s: The Argentine Experience" Latin American Studies Association Conference, Washington DC,  April 1991.
Invited Course Lectures


“Mexican Public Diplomacy”, Summer Institute in Public Diplomacy, Center on Public Diplomacy, University of Southern California, July 2009.


“Development in Latin America”, CALIS Institute for Educators, University of Southern California, August 2008. 

“Markets and Politics in Latin America”,  CALIS Institute for Educators, University of Southern California, January 2007.

“Mexico: The Political Economy.”  Foreign Service Institute, Arlington, VA, 5 March 2007 and 28 August 2006.

“Markets and Politics”.  CALIS Summer Institute for Educators, University of Southern California, 20-21 July 2006.

“Why is Economic Reform so Difficult?  The Political Economy of Market Reform and Privatization in Latin America.”  Foreign Service Institute, Arlington, VA, 2 May 2006.

“Economic Governance in Mexico: The Fox Administration and Beyond.”  Foreign Service Institute, Arlington, VA, 9 March 2006.

 
“Globalization and its Impact in Latin America”.  Social Action Summer Institute, University of San Francisco, San Francisco, CA, July 2002 and the Summer Institute for Educators, Pitzer College, Claremont, CA, July 2002.


“The Political Economy of Globalization in Latin America”. UCLA‑ISOP Summer Institute for Educators, University of California, Los Angeles, August 1999.


“Inter-American Relations: The Impact of Globalization”. UCLA‑ISOP Summer Institute for Educators, University of California, Los Angeles, August 1998.


“The Struggle to Sustain National Autonomy in a Globalizing World Economy.”  UCLA-ISOP Summer Institute for Educators, University of California, Los Angeles, August 1997.


“The Politics of Latin American Economic Development:  From Despair to Hope or from Hope to Despair?”, UCLA-ISOP Summer Institute for Educators, University of California, Los Angeles, August 1996. 


“The International Political Economy After the Cold War: Globalization of Markets and the Shifting Balance of Power”,    UCLA-ISOP Summer Institute for Educators, Educators, University of California, Los Angeles, July 1996.


"Mexico's Political and Economic Crisis: What does the Future Hold?",  UCLA Extension, University of California, Los Angeles, May 1995.  


"U.S. Foreign Policy toward Latin American Revolutions", UCLA‑ISOP Summer Institute for Educators, University of California, Los Angeles, July 1994 and  July 1995.  


"Development Strategies in Less Developed Countries",  California State University at Northridge, November 1993.

Referee for Academic Publications 


Article for publication in the Journal of Politics, Latin America, "The Limits of Material Benefits: Remittances and Pro-Americanism in Mexico", November 2016


Article for publication in the Latin American Research Review, "International Investment Agreements and the Defense of Policy Space: Assessing State Strategies in Ecuador and Argentina", August 2016.

Article for publication in International Relations, “Good Neighbors? Prospects of United States-Mexico Cooperation for Joint Security”,  July 2012.

Recommended revisions for the 2nd edition of Nora Hamilton’s Mexico: Political, Social and Economic Evolution, Oxford University Press, January 2012.

Recommended revisions for the 6th edition of Roderic Ai Camp’s Politics in Mexico, Oxford University Press, October 2010.


Article for publication in the Latin America Research Review, “Exchange Rate Shocks and the Politics of Economic Networks”, October 2010 (second review April 2011) 

Article for publication in Latin American Politics and Society. "Do Latin American Countries Have Higher and Stabler Capital Inflows?" May 2007


Book manuscript for Publication by Cambridge University Press.  “Social Protection and the Market”.  April 2002.


Article for publication in the American Journal of Political Science.  “The Political Economy of Exchange Rate Regime Choice”.  February 2002.


Article for publication in Latin American Politics and Society.  “The Political Economy of Latin American Dollarization.”  February 2002.


Article for publication in Journal of Interamerican Studies and World Affairs.   “Latin America and the Dollar Bloc in the 21st Century:  To Dollarize or Not?”.  January 2001.


Article for publication in Política y Gobierno.  “Relaciones entre la banca y el gobierno:  la nueva estructura financiera en México”.  October 2001.


Article for publication in Política y Gobierno.  “Trade Liberalization and Bureaucratic Reform in the International Commerce Arena in Mexico.”  January 2000.


Article for publication in Politica y Gobierno.  “Holding Democracy Hostage:  Central Bank Autonomy in the Tranistion from Authoritarian Rule.”  February 1998.


Book Manuscript for publication by Penn State Press.  “Mobile Capital and the Structure of Development in Latin America.”  August 1994.
External Committees
Outside Adviser, Division of International Studies at the Centro de Investigación y Docencia Económica (CIDE) in Mexico City, 2010-2011.  

Referee, Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Fellowship Applications for 2005-2006.  January 2005.

Outside Evaluator, Tenure Review, Amherst University,  Fall 2003.

Co-Chair, Political Economy Track, Latin American Studies Association (LASA), 2002-03. 

Referee, Canadian Government Grant for research in Canadian Studies. January 2001, Canadian Embassy, Mexico City, Mexico.

Outside Evaluator, Tenure Review, Scripps College,  Fall 1997 & Fall 1999.
Referee, Conacyt Grants (Academic fellowships for graduate study abroad provided by the Mexican government), International Relations, Fall 1998. Mexico City, Mexico.

Referee, Programa Interinstitucional de Estudios sobre la region de América del Norte Research Proposal, Colegio de México.  January 1998.
Service to the University

USC Committee Service

Department of Political Science and International Relations, Advisory and Executive Committee, Fall 2019-Spring 2020.

* The workload on this committee was particularly heavy this year because it was the first of operation for the new Department of Political Science International Relations (POIR).  The Department Chair regularly sought out our advice on a wide range of issues. In addition, the new department by-laws needed to be clarified and ultimately amended.  We also carried out RTPC faculty evaluations, helped inform decisions on who would oversee the new SIR Master degree program and how to develop the new 2-1 teaching load for T/TT faculty.  In addition, the committee met with the Deans to help determine how to proceed in the consultative process designed to increase civility in POIR, and it took the lead alongside the POIR Chair and vice-Chair listen to, and consider responses to, our PhD student’s demands for POIR leadership in fighting institutional racism in DPS and at USC more broadly.

* Beyond my regular responsibilities on the committee, as the RTPC representative I took the lead in promoting key RTPC interests in the newly formed POIR department, including promoting a change to the department’s by-laws that broadened RTPC participation in faculty governance. 

School of International Relations, Curriculum Committee, Fall 2018-2020. 

School of International Relations, Master in Global Security, Advisory Board, 2019-present.

School of International Relations, VKI Committee, Fall 2019-Spring 2020

School of International Relations, Faculty Governance Committee for DC Academic Program, 2017-2018

School of International Relations, SIR committee, 2017-2018

Public Diplomacy Advisory Committee, 2016-present.

School of International Relations curriculum committee, 2016-2017

Master of Public Diplomacy Advisory Board (2015-2016)

School of International Relations NTT merit review committee, 2009, 2010, & 2013.

Public Diplomacy Admissions Committee, 2012 and 2013

Public Diplomacy Search Committee member, 2013

USC Provost for Global Initiatives, Latin America Advisory Committee, 2011-12.

USC Dornsife NTT promotion subcommittee, 2010-2012.

Dornsife Dean’s Consultative Committee for selection of SIR director, November 2012.

USC Fulbright Committee, Fall 2009.


USC Annenberg, Public Diplomacy graduate student recruitment and orientation, 2008-2012.

USC Non-Committee Service


University Fellow, Center on Public Diplomacy.  

In this capacity I helped recruit a CPD non-resident Scholar (Former Mexican Ambassador to the U.S., Arturo Sarukhan, 2013-present), reviewed research fellowship applications (2018), dissertation award applications (2015), organized and participated in numerous roundtables (on-going), offer advice/guidance to the MPD student organization (on-going), helped CPD increase its outreach to Mexico and Latin America more broadly, and write for CPD blogs and publications.


Judge for the Price School’s Global Policy Case Challenge, April 2016 and April 2017.


Price School Qualifying Examination Committee Member, Nathan Hudson, July-August 2016. 


Participated in round table discussions on Mexico with General David Petreaus, USC Judge Widney Professor of Public Policy, Fall 2014 and Spring 2015.

Interviewed MPD candidates in Mexico City (Spring 2015), and participated in a broader Public Diplomacy student recruiting trip to Mexico City, January 2012.

Meet annually with students accepted to the Master of Public Diplomacy program as part of conversion effort.

Adviser to and regular speaker for the USC-CALIS program, 2001-2015.

Interviewed candidates for USC Trustee, Presidential, and Merit Scholarships, 2011-2014 & 2017.



Met with outside reviewers for the Dornsife Spanish Language and Culture undergraduate program, November 2011.


NTT representative in meetings with outside reviewers of the School of International Relations undergraduate program, Spring 2011.


Adviser to Dornsife Vice-Dean for Academic Programs, Steve Lamy, on building educational opportunities in Latin America, 2011-12.

Community Service


Acceso Academy, Board of Directors, Member, 2015-present.  This non-profit provides SAT prep and college bootcamp courses for deserving high school students who might not otherwise be able to afford this essential preparation for university studies.

Professional Associations

Latin American Studies Association (founding member of the Mexico Section), Consejo Mexicano de Asuntos Internacionales, Inter-American Dialogue.

Previous Positions Held



Adjunct Fellow, Pacific Council on International Policy, Los Angeles, CA (2008-09) 


Senior Analyst, Latin America.  Eurasia Group, Washington, DC (2006-07)



Adjunct Professor.  Center for Latin American Studies.  Georgetown University (2006-07)


Professor/Researcher, Department of International Studies, Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México (ITAM), México City, Mexico.  1997-2005


Public Policy Scholar.  Woodrow Wilson International Center for Scholars, Washington, DC.  July-August 2005 and September-December 2003.


Visiting Fellow, Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), Washington, DC.  January-May 2004


Visiting Researcher, Georgetown University, January-May 2004


Invited Professor, Central European University, Budapest, Hungary, July 2001.

Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA).  Fall 1993 and 1994‑1997    

 
Visiting Assistant Professor, The Claremont Graduate School, 1993‑1994 and Fall 1996      


Adjunct Assistant Professor, Occidental College, 1990 and 1992-1994    


Adjunct Assistant Professor, School of International Relations, University of Southern California, 1989 and 1994


Visiting Researcher, Centro de Pesquisa e Documentação, Fundação Getulio Vargas, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, September‑December 1991  


Visiting Researcher, Centro de Investigación y Docencia Económicas (CIDE), Mexico City, Mexico, April‑June 1991 

 
Visiting Researcher, Centro de Estudios de Economía y Sociedad (CEDES), Buenos Aires, Argentina, September‑December 1990  


Research Associate, Congressional Research Service, Foreign Affairs and National Defense Division, June‑September 1988
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