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On behall ol President Samplc. I am plcascd to announce the appointmenl ol'
Dr- Fincst.lamcs Wilson lll to succeed Dr- Geofl'rey Co$'an as dean ofthe [iSC
Anncnbcrg School for Communication- efl 'ective July 1,2007. The appointmcnt is
lbr a llve-),ear tenn. Dr- Wilson *'ill also hold the Walter H. Annenberg Chair in
Communications, which $as established in 1984 in honor ofthe latc Ambassador
Walter H. Anncnbclg.

Undcr Dr. Wilson's leadership, rvith his record of accomplishnrent jn the scholarship
aDd practice of socielal communications- \r'e are confidcnt thc USC Annenberg
School \\,ill accelerate its current momentum and cxpard its national and intematioDal
influcncc. llc is a rccognized authority in communications convergence and its
unfolding implications fbr our world-

Dr. Wilson has scrvcd $,ith distinction on the l-aculties ofthe llnivcrsity of Mar"vland.
lhiversity of Michigan, and Llniversity ofPenDsylvania. Beyond acadenria. Wilson
has rvorked at senior lcvcls s.ith a wide array ofnrajor organizations. including the
Whitc llousc. Council oD |oreign Relations- the World Bank. llnitcd Nations. Irord
Foundation. Ll.S. Information Agency- Colgressional B]ack Caucus and thc Global
Infonnation Ilfiastrlctllle Colnmission-

A search advisory cornmittee chaired b! Karen Gallaghcr, clcali olthe USC Rossier
School, identilled and screened 240 applicants, norllinees and prospects and
intcrvicwcd 1l candidates. President Sample chose Dr. Wilson as thc pcrson r\.ho catl
adlance the LISC Annenberg School in a nanner consistcllt \r'ith USC's sll-ategic
plan. which calls for: I ) rcscarch that addresses pressing societal issucs, cspccially
thlough creative, cross-disciplinary collaborations: 2) thc cxtcnsion oI USC's
academic presence globally; and 3) the proDtotion oflilelong, learncr-ccntcrcd
cducational approaches that represent the best oftraditional and emerging lbrms of
communicalion.
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I re Ii,l Dr-- Wilson has seven years cxpcricnce on the Corporation for Public tlroadcasting.

::; i ; ; : :-1-],. , , .-.  the body thar oversees al l  public radio and television broadcasting in rhc United
i r r - ,: : ii States. He is the senior member on thc board, first nominated by President Clinton



and conlirnred bl thc U.S. Senale in 2000i he \\as rc-appointed by Plesident Gcorge W. Bush in 200.1.
Wilson chails the Board's Public Awareness Committce. r lhich is launching a mejor ner\ carnpligD to
prourote greater cngagcmcnt with purblic broadcasting- l le is also r-ecognized as one of the lop scholars
in the area oflhe communications and inlbrmarion rcrolution in developing counties. In addil ion to his
most recent books lhe J]lt'brtnLtlion Rc\,ol ion in Detelopi]ig (.o 1I'ies. and Negotiating tlle vet it1
,.lr'lca- Wilson co-edi1s an MIT Press Scrics. The InlbrDntiul Revolutio and Gbbul Politics. and an
Ml l joufial- Iilfol ti.rlion Tcchnohgies .rnd Inlerndlional Devlopncnl.

Dr. Wilson's *ork taces the intersections of inlbrmation and conrmunications media and societal
poNcr. cspccially thc \rays contcnding groups ncgotiate 1() shape the ditlusion ofthe Internet and other
new media. His analysis oIlhe role of infor[ralion champions' in Brazil. China and Ghana has been
called a model ofsocial science scholarship.

Dr-. Wilsoll is also senior adviser to the (ilobal In1'rastrllcturc Infonnation Colnlnission. and co-direclor
ol lhe Ir lenalional Center fbr e Leadcrship- From l99i-1995.Dr. Wilso[ served in severalsenior
polic)'posiliorls irl lhe pLLblic :rnd privale sector as dilector ofiDternational progralns and resouLces on
the National Secu ty CouDcil,  the White House(1993 |99.1): directorofthc Polic,v and Plamring U[it .
Ollice ol lhe Director, U.S- Tntbrmation Agcncv ( 1994): and as dcputy director of the Global
lnformation l,rfrastructure Commission (199,1-1995)- a pilate-seclor body. While at the Whitc IIousc
he oversaw the consolidation ofVoice ofAmerica- Radio Free EuroDe/Radio Libert\'. and othcr
inlemalional broadcasting units.

IIc has hcld ajoint appointmcnt as a profcssor in the Deparlment of Govemment and Politics and in the
I)cpartmcnt of African-Amcrican Studics at thc Unirersit) ofNlaryland in College Park. Dr'. Wilson is
also a t 'acult]  associatc olthc School ofPublic Atlhirs there. HeholdsaPh.D. andM.A. in poli l ical
sciencc fiom the I lniversity of California at Bcrkclcl and a B.A. fi-orr I lan'ard College.

llr. Wilson has bccr actiYcly engaged in supporting institutions and go!emnenls concemed rvith
privalizalion and democratic transitions to markel economies. He has also been an advocatc of
impror.ed access and equity. working lo\\'ard increased paflicipalion by underrepresented groups in
public policy aDd privrte enteryrise within the U,S.

I Ic rvas a visit ing senior fel lou.lbr Ali ica at the Council  oD Foreign Relations in Neu'York (1992
l99i)- Prior to ioining thc lJ nivcrsity of Maryland faculty in 1992, Dr. Wilson taught at thc Univcrsitv
of lvlichigan- servirg as direclor ctl'lhe Center lbr Research on Economic Development and as an
associate prol'essor ofpolilical science and arl associate research scierltist at the InstitLlte 1br Public
Policy Sludies. Irronr 1997 to 1981. Dr. Wilson $?s a member oftbe f lnive$it) of Penns)h'ania
IacLllty.

Dr. Wilson's cur-r-ent reseiuch remains at the cuttilg edge. ns an irdjunci Lllow ofthe Itacific Council on
Intcmational Policy hc is complcting a project entitled--(;ooglc s Forcign Policy: Intcmaiional All'aiN
in the Digilal Age." and also leading ir USC prblic diplonrac), projecl on "Hard Power, Sol-t Po\ler.
Snrart PoBcr." IIis currcnt book proiect is entillcd.Sai/.ri?ohle Innowtion in the DigitLtl Age. His
lonhcorning edited roLnne is on global IT governance.

Dr. \\/ilson lras direcled several major research projects concened \rith the links bet*€erl information
intrastructure and society. including " fhe lmpact of Ne\\, lnfol mation l echnologics on (lonflict
N4anagcmcnt and Dcvclopmcnt in Africa. - sponsorcd bv thc Agcncv 1bl Intcnrational Dcveloprnenl
(USAID). He has worked on related projects lor the Uniled NatioDs Commission on Science and
'Iechnology for Development. the Ford Foundatio[ and the l{ockefeller Foundation, among othcrs.
IJc has bccn a principal invcstigator fbr such projects as "l-eadership in the Digital Age" (Markle
Foundation).



His r,vork on Chira led to his testimony belbre the US-China Economic and Sccurity Rcvic\1,
Cotnnission (2006), and belbre a Congressional Committee. and he llequently consolts and addt-esses
scnior professionai audiences at UDited Nations agencies, ;n the private and public sectors in thc U.S.
and abroad.

Dr. Wilson has sened in leading capacit ies on policy and research advisoly bodies, including the
lnrcmcl Polic-v Institute. the National Research Council's Intenutional Advisory tloard, Chairman ofthe
Y2K lnlbrmatiol Technologies Advisory Boa.d ofthe National Research CouncilNAs; as chair ofa
joint projcct ofthc National Research Council and the Agency for International Development on
' Evalualing the Possibilities lbr Conllict Prevention and Managenent"; dnd as study group director on
"lnlbrmation and ColDnunjcations Advanccs and Investrnents in Afiica" 1br the Center lbr Strategic and
IDternational Studies in Washington, D.C. (1996-1997).

He also serves on advisoly bodies lbr numerous organizatiolls, including the Council on ForeiEr
Rclations, thc Ccntcr for Global Communication (Tokyo). the China Inlemational CultLLral Exchange
Center. and othcrs. I Ic is currentl-v advising the govelnment ofNige a on IT sector relbml.

Df. Wilson is the recipient ofiumerous research fellou'ships aDd awards including a Colrncil on Forcjgn
Rclations International Al1'airs Fellowship, postdoctoral l'ellowships al the John F. Kennedy School of
Government at Harvard University, and \r'as naned one of Oulslanding Young Men of Ame ca. He is a
mcmbcr ofthe Council on Foreign Relations. the A erican Polilical Science Association, and the
Aiiican Studies Association. IJr. Wilson is married to Francille Rusan Wilson. a labor dnd inlellectual
historian. The)' have 1wo sons-

We are gmteful for the hard work and wise counsel ol'all the members of the search advisory
commillee. We rvould especially likc to thank the commiltee chair and co-chair, Deal Callagher and
Associate Vice Provost Howard Cillman- and the team at Edward W. Kelley & Parlners. Wearealso
gratctirl for the invaluabJe advice proVided thror.Lghout the search by USC lrustccs Wallis Anncnbcrg
and Linda JohDsoD Rice and USC Annenberg Board ofCourrcilors Chair'.lohn Cookc-

I hope 1ou rvilljoin Prcsidcnt Sample and rne in congratulatilg Dr. Wilson on his important nely rolc
\\,ithin orr Trojan Farrily.
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