


Topics include a historical review of children’s television programming from the “golden era” to
the current landscape, a look at child development and how children use television and other
media at different stages, the programming genres and the “business” of programming, the
debates and research on the action vs. violence formula, marketing to children and the “cross-
platform branding” process, The Children’s Television Act of 1990 and the Amendment to the
CTA in 1996, the advocacy groups and their impact, and the implementation of content ratings
on programming.

The course will feature a number of guest speakers from the industry who will share their
experience dealing with and shaping many of the issues.

Required Readings

There are two required textbooks: Singer, Dorothy G. and Jerome L. Singer, Editors, Handbook
of Children and the Media, Thousand Oaks, CA.: Sage Publications, 2001; Pecora, Norma
Odom, The Business of Children's Entertainment, New York, NY: The Guilford Press, 1998
Inc. Both have been ordered and should be available in the USC Bookstore. Additionally,
selected chapters from numerous texts and a selection of articles will be required reading. As
appropriate, these supplemental reading materials will be distributed in class. A bibliography of
recommended/supplemental readings will be distributed at the second class meeting.

Course Requirements: Students are required to attend class regularly, to arrive on time, to
contribute to class discussions, and to keep up with weekly reading assignments. Absenteeism is
to be avoided as much of the course material is covered in the lectures and class discussion.
Students with unexcused absences for 3 classes will have final grades reduced 'z grade. Students
with unexcused absences for 4 or more classes will have grades reduced 1 full grade. Hard
copies of required papers are to be turned in on the designated due dates. Late papers will not be
accepted unless the student can document a case of extreme emergency. All papers must be
typed following guidelines for research paper writing found in either the MLA or APA
handbook. Spelling and/or grammatical errors will result in a reduction of the final grade.

Cell phones MUST be turned off during class.

Evaluation

There are five components for the final grade:
Class participation 10%;

Mid-term quiz 15%

Team projects 25%;

Individual paper 25%;

Final exam 25%

Annenberg School for Communication Academic Integrity Policy: The Annenberg School
for Communication is committed to upholding the University’s Academic Integrity code as
detailed in the Scampus guide. It is the policy of the School of Communication to report all



violations of the code. Any student found responsible for plagiarism, fabrication, cheating, or
purchasing papers or other assignments will receive a failing grade. Any serious violations or
pattern of violations of the Academic Integrity Code will result in the student’s expulsion from
the Communication major or minor.

ADA Compliance Statement: “Any student requesting academic accommodations based on a
disability is required to register with Disability Services and Programs (DSP) each semester. A
letter of verification for approved accommodations can be obtained from DSP. Please be sure
the letter is delivered to me as early in the semester as possible. DSP is located in STU 301 and
is open 8:30a.m.-5:00p.m. Monday-Friday. The phone number for DSP is (213)740-0776.”

Schedule of key dates

Viewing assignments given Jan. 19
Discussion of team projects and assignments Feb. 9

Topic for individual papers submitted for approval Feb. 23
Mid-term quiz Mar. 2
Individual papers due Apr. 13
Team debates: A vs. B; C vs. D. Apr. 20 & 27
Final exam May 4

Class sessions and schedule of readings

Class #, Date and Topic

#1.Jan. 12 Introductions/overview
Pre-assessment

#2.Jan. 19  Part I. History of children’s programming including screenings of sample
programs

Readings:

Hand-out: “Children’s Television Programming — A Brief History” by Donna
Mitroff, Ph.D. and Rebecca Herr. Chapter in upcoming volume The Children’s
Television Community: Institutional, Critical, Social Systems, and Network
Analyses, Bryant, J.A. and Bryant, J., Editors. L. Erlbaum Associates, N.J., 2006.

Pecora; Chapter 2, “Children Become Audiences”; Pages 24-39.



# 3. Jan. 26

#4. Feb. 2

Part II. At the end of this class, students will be given viewing assignments. Part
of class #4, Feb. 2, and all of class #5, Feb. 9, will be devoted to discussion of the
viewed programs.

Understanding the target audience

Part I. Screening: “Through the Eyes of Children”
Part I1. Overview of child development

Part III. Media Use by Children

Readings:
Singer and Singer; Chapter 3, “The Use of Television and Other Film-Related
Media”; Pages 47-72.

Singer and Singer; Chapter 5, “Attention, Comprehension, and the Educational
Influences of
Television”; Pages 101-119.

Handout: Mitroff, D. "Fox Kid's Network PSA Curriculum: Eight to Twelve
Year-old's Social-Emotional Development" November 1997.

The Henry J. Kaiser Family Foundation. Kids & Media (@ The New Millennium:
A Comprehensive National Analysis of Children’s Media Use. Kaiser Family
Foundation Report, Menlo Park, CA: Kaiser Foundation, November 1999,
Download, read and bring to class — Executive Summary and Chart Pack. From:
www kff.org/entmedia.

Part I. The distribution outlets and their potential for children’s content:
Broadcast, cable, digital, streaming video, etc.

Readings:
Singer and Singer; Chapter 24, “The Economic Structure of the Commercial
Electronic Children’s Media Industries”; pages 477-493.

Singer and Singer; Chapter 26, “Serving the Very Young and the Restless:
Children’s Programming on Public Television™; pages 507-520

Singer and Singer; Chapter 28, “Cable Television: Gateway to Educational
Resources for Development at All Ages”; pages 533-545.

Pecora; Chapter 7, “International Expansion”; pages 133-151

Part II. Watching what children watch — Understanding what children see.
Discussion of viewing assignments



#5. Feb. 9

#6. Feb. 16

#7. Feb. 23

#8. Mar. 2

Watching what children watch — Understanding what children see
Discussion of viewing assignments - Continued

Discussion and assignment of team projects

GUEST LECTURER: Rebecca Herr Stephenson, Ph.D. candidate
Children's Formation of Attitudes and Impressions from Television.

Readings:

Singer and Singer; Chapter 17, “Television’s Gender Role Images and
Contribution to

Stereotyping: Past, Present, Future”; Pages 341-358.

Singer and Singer; Chapter 18, “Television, Children, and Multicultural
Awareness: Comprehending the Medium in a Complex Multimedia Society”;
Pages 359-373.

Singer and Singer; Chapter 23, “Television and Morality”; Pages 463-473.

The Children’s Programming Landscape — Who’s doing what and why?
Programming/branding

Readings:
Pecora; Chapter 3, “The Industries: Television and Toy”; pages 40-59.

**Topics due for individual papers

Part I.. Audience Ratings (Nielsen and other means of assessing success)
Guest speaker

Part II. The Children’s Television Act of 1990 and the Amendment of 1996.

Readings:

Handout: Hendershot, Heather. Saturday Morning Censors: Television
Regulation Before the V-Chip. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1998.
Chapter 3. “Action for (and against) Children’s Television: ‘Militant Mothers’
and the Tactics of Television Reform. Pages 61-94.

Singer & Singer, Chapter 32. “Children and Media Policy” pp 589 — 604



#9. Mar.9

Mar.16

#10. Mar. 23

#11. Mar. 30

Singer and Singer; Chapter 33, “Industry Standards and Practices: Compliance
With the Children’s Television Act”; Pages 605-620.

**Mid-Term Quiz

The Children’s Television Act continued plus discussion of the latest
developments. Guest speaker

Readings:
Singer and Singer; Chapter 33, “Industry Standards and Practices: Compliance
With the Children’s Television Act”; Pages 605-620.

Hand-outs:
Trotta, Laurie A., Ed. Building Blocks: A Guide for Creating Children’s
Educational Television. Studio City, CA: Mediascope Press, 1998. Pages 6-60.

SPRING BREAK

Violence in children programs — the research and the debates

Readings:
Singer and Singer; Chapter 10, “The Media and Children’s Fears, Anxieties, and
Perceptions of Danger”’; Page 207-221.

Singer and Singer; Chapter 11, “Effects of Televised Violence on Aggression”;
Pages 223-254.

Hand-out:
National Television Violence Study, 1996; National Television Violence Study
(Vol. 2). Executive Summary, Studio City, CA: Mediascope.

Part I: Media ratings and the V-Chip

Readings:
Singer and Singer; Chapter 34, “Child and Parent Responses to the Age-Based
and Content-Based Television Ratings”; Page 621-634.



#12. Apr. 6

#13. Apr. 13

#14. Apr. 20

Hand-out:
Federman, Joel. Media Ratings: Design, Use and Consequences. Studio City,
CA: Mediascope, Inc. 1996. Chapters 3, 5 and 6.

Part II: Standards and Practices for Children’s Programming

Hand-outs:
“Censorship in the Age of Anything Goes,” W. Berger, NY Times, Sept. 20, 1998
"You Can't Say That,” Tad Friend, The New Yorker, Nov. 19, 2001.

Hendershot, Heather. Saturday Morning Censors: Television Regulation Before
the V-Chip. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 1998. Introduction, pages 1-
11, Chapter 2, “We Call Our Company Motel” Looking for Sexism and Racism in
the Children’s Entertainment Industry, pages 35-59.

Media Literacy: Do we have an obligation to make children not only literate, but
media literate? Does this discipline deserve a place in the curriculum?

Readings:

Singer and Singer; Chapter 38, “Media Literacy and Critical Television Viewing
in Education”; Page 681-697.

Impacting Children’s Media: The advocacy groups - Guest speakers

Readings:

Singer and Singer; Chapter 39, “Children’s Advocacy Groups: A History and
Analysis”; Pages 699-719.

Pecora; Chapter 8, “Consequences”; pages 152-158.

**Individual Papers Due

Children and New Media

Readings:
Singer and Singer, Chapter 29, “Children, the Internet, and Other New
Technologies,” Pages 547 — 556.

Singer and Singer; Chapter 35, “Digital Kids: The New On-Line Children’s
Consumer Culture”; Pages 635-650.



Hand-outs:

"Children and Computers: New Technology-Old Concerns" Ellen A. Wartella,
Ph.D., and Nancy Jennings. AND "What Children Think About Computers,"
From THE FUTURE OF CHILDREN, a publication of The David and Lucile
Packard Foundation, Vol. 10, Number 2, Fall/Winter, 2000.

Team A vs. B Debate

#15. Apr. 27 Children and New Media continued.
Team C vs. D Debate

Course Wrap-up

#16. May 4  Final Exam



