COMM 383m
Sports, Communication, and Culture
Course Syllabus
MW 10:00-11:45
Fall, 2006

Instructor: Dr. Dan Durbin

Office: ASC 324D

OfficeHours: MW 11:45-12:45, TTH 11:30-12:30, and by appointment.
Phone: 821-6615

Email: ddurbin@usc.edu

Course Objectives: Thiscourseexaminestheinterrelationship between sportsand mediain
today’ s society and how that interrel ationship reinforcessocial val ues, sometimeschallenges
social norms, and drawsonthecultural identification of class, race, and gender to identify sports
valueswith cultural values. Drawing ontheoriesof rhetoric and social criticism, wewill examine
media’ sroleintellingthestory of sportsand, intelling that story, shapingandreinforcing cultural
values. Studentswill study several critical approachesto sportsand public discourseand will
apply those approachesto sportsorgani zations, the newsmedia, and popular media.

Required Reading:

Wenner, Lawrence A. (ed.) Media, Sports, and Society. Newbury Park: Sage Publications
1989.

Course Notebook (available at the Paper Clip).

Course Reader (available through University Readersat www.universityreaders.com/students).
Assignments:. Much of thiscourseistaken upinastudy of sportsnarrativein variousmedia
and how those narratives draw on and reinforcelarger social values. Thus, most assignments
will offer studentsthe opportunity to carry ontheir own critical research into how sports

organi zationsand mediacreate meaning fromtheeventsplayed out onthefield. Studentswill
writethreecritical analysesand take two exams.

GradeBreakdown:

Parti Cipati ON-======== === e e e oo oo e e 5

SportsVenue Reaction Paper---------=======mmmmmmmmmmmoooo oo 10

Sport and Society Critical Analysis Paper---------==------------omuu-- 20



Critical Analysis Paper---========== oo 20

MM = - - = === oo e 20
Final EXamM-- === === m oo oo oo oo o e e 25
Total POINtS------=== === === oo oo e s 100

Readings: Whilethefirst readingswill largely focuson critical approachesto the subject,
much of thissemester’ sreadingswill include actual reports of sporting events, editorialson
sport, and critical analysesof sportsfilmsandtelevisionshows. Therewill aso bearticlesand
book chapterson larger social issuesthat have both impacted and been impacted by sports and
the communication compl ex that createsthe story of sport. Thus, you havereadingsonissues
of race and sport by Jackie Robinson and Frank Robinson and i ssues of gender and sport by
Alison Gordon (among others).

Diversity Issues. Thiscoursefocuseson several important diversity issuesand their
interrelationship with sportsand sport culture. Issuesof social class, race, and gender have
been part of the history, culture, and communi cation of sportssince at least the nineteenth
century. During thefirst month of class, we will discussin detail therole socia classhadin
definingtheconcept of “ sport” and“ sportsman” inthe United States. Drawingfromthis
discussion, welater discusstheroleof sportsin social changeandinissuesof raceand gender.
About forty percent of our semester will be spent discussingimportant diversity issuesand their
interaction with sports and sports values, including representations of race and gender in sports
films, through sportsreporting, and in sports magazines. In thisdiscussion, we will focus on
how variousmedia(television, film, radio) havehel ped createtheinteraction between sportand
cultureover theseissues. Finaly, wewill haveavariety of guest speakers visit to discuss issues
of gender and race in sports, sports culture, and sports media.

Paper Grades: All writtenwork isto betyped following the guidelinesfor research paper
writingfoundineither theMLA or APA handbook. Paperswill begraded on quality of
organization, clarity and depth of analysis, and writing competence. Each error in spelling or
grammar will result in areduction inyour paper grade.

Participation and Absence Poalicy: Attendancein class cannot be counted as participation.
Studentswill receive participation grades based on the quality and quantity of their vocal
participationinclassthroughout thesemester. Y ouwill beallowed four unexcused absences
during the semester. Each absence beyond four will result in an automatic 5% deduction from
your final classgrade. Also, remember that, whenyou are absent, you cannot participatein
class. So, excessive absenceswill alsoimpact your participation grade. Being tardy or leaving
classearly will becounted ashalf an absence. Also, pleaseturn off cell phoneswhilein class.
Leaving classto answer acell phonewill be counted as an absence.



LateWork: All late paperswill bedocked oneletter gradefor each classperiod they arelate.
Any time after the start of the classin which the papers are due will be considered | ate.

Disability Services. Any student requesting academic accommodationsbased onadisability
isrequiredtoregister with Disability Servicesand Programs(DSP) each semester. A letter of
verification for approved accommodati ons can be obtained from DSP. Please be sure the letter
isdeliveredtomeasearly inthe semester aspossible. DSPislocatedin STU 301 andisopen
8:30 am - 5:00 pm, Monday through Friday. The phone number for DSPis(213) 740-0776.
Studentsrequesting accommodations for taking testsin DSP must have their information to me
and DSPin sufficient timeto set up accommodations at DSP.

AcademicIntegrity: TheAnnenberg School for Communicationiscommittedto upholding
the University’ sAcademic Integrity code asdetailed in the Scampus guide. Itisthe policy of
the School of Communication to report all violations of the code. Any seriousviolationsor
pattern of violationsof the Academic Integrity Codewill resultinthestudent’ sexpulsionfrom
the Communication major or minor.

Final Note: Weareexamining anunder explored areaof communicationresearch. Since
thereissolittlestrong researchinthefield, weall need toimmerse ourselvesin the subject.
That means, | want you to hit as many sports events, see as many sports themed movies (time
to hit Blockbuster), watch as much sportson television (likeit’ sgonnakill you to seeacouple
hours of Fox Sports or ESPN) asyou can stand (and enjoy). 1f someone questions how much
time and money you are spending on watching sports, tell them it’ simportant research.

Tentative Class Schedule and Due Dates



Weeks Oneand Two
8/22-8/31
Introduction and Critical Approaches

During our first two weeks, we will examine approachestaken by rhetorical and communication
scholarswho havecritically analyzed sportsdiscourse. Wewill alsodiscusssemiotic
approachesto social icons.

Readings: Wenner, Chs. 1, 3 (pp. 13-48, 70-96); Course Reader-Roland Barthes*Myths
Today” (pp. 109-131).

Weeks Three and Four
9/5-9/14
Sports Organizations: Social Classand the Evolution of
SportsOrganizationsin America

During this section, we will discuss how social classdetermined* sporting” activity innineteenth
century Americawiththe“leisure” classdefining “sport” asa“leisure” (not “labor”) activity. We
will also discusshow early sportsorgani zationssought toidentify their sport withtheleisure
class and developed rulesto identify their sport with thevaluesof theleisureclass(e.g.
incorporating “bluelaws’ into organizational rules). Wewill examine the use of stadiumsand
other venues as settingsfor the sports dramaand as symbol s used to purvey valuesthat identify
the sports organization’ s goals with the values of the larger culture.

Readings: Wenner Chs. 4-5 (pp. 97-133); Course Reader- Mullen and Mazzocco, “ Coaches,
Drama, and Technology: Mediation of Super Bow! Broadcastsfrom 1969to0 1997 (pp. 347-
363), Anderson, “ Saving the National Pastime’ sImage: CrisisManagement Duringthe 1919
Black Sox Scandal” (pp. 105-111), Durbin, “Wrigley Field in Popular Culture” (pp.1-3),
Angell, “Being Green” (pp. 94-123), Murray, “ Pete Rozelle Sold Entire Nation on His Sport”

(pp.1-2).

Week Five
9/19-9/21
NewsReports: CommunicatingtheStory

Our discussion of newswill focuson the extended story of sport, media srolein changing
informationintoevent, narrative, andepic. Wewill discussbothimmediatereportingand
extended reporting on on-going stories. Our analysiswill focus on how broadcasters and
reportersidentify “heroes,” “villains,” andthe“values’ of sport.

Readings: Wenner Chs. 2, 10 (pp. 49-69, 225-240). Course Reader-Hansen, “Narrating the
Game: Achieving and Coordinating PartisanshipinReal Time.” (pp. 269-290), Barber, “The



Catbird Seat” (pp.28-29), “ Associate Broadcasters’ (pp. 259-263), “Radio vs. Television”
(pp. 303-304), Murray, “ Scully HandlesaMikelike Ruth did aBat” (pp. 303-304).

Class Viewing/Listening: comparative analysisof 1950s, 1960s, and 2000 tv broadcasts).
SportsVenue Reaction Paper-Due September 21.
Midterm Exam-October 5.

Weeks Six, Seven and Eight
9/25-10/12
Sports, Social Nor ms, and Social Change: 1ssues of Race

Both sportsand reporting sportshave gonethrough tremendous change over the past century.
This change has greatly impacted and been impacted by larger social changes. This section will
cover theimpact of social change on sports, thestory of sports, theval uessportsembody, and
therole of the storyteller in sports. We will focus on the evolving concerns of race and sports
fromthesocial casteof the* Gentleman Sportsman” of thenineteenth century, throughthe
controversial reignsof Jack Johnson and Muhammad Ali, theroleof Jackie Robinsonin
breaking baseball’ s color barrier, to current controversiesinvolving race, sportsorganizations,
and players. Wewill also discussin somedetail Native American proteststo depictionsof race
and ethnicity among sportsorgani zations.

Guest L ecture: Don Newcombe of the Brooklyn Dodgerswill discuss breaking baseball’ s color
line.

Readings: Course Reader-Miller,”’ Indians, ‘Braves,” and‘ Redskins': A Performative Struggle
for Control of anImage” (pp.188-202), Robinson, “The Noble Experiment” (pp. 38-49),
Murray, “OneMan’sOpinion,” “AsWhiteasthe Ku Klux Klan,” “From Russiawith Love Or .
..I"ll Never SmileAgain,” and* LouisvilleL oudmouth Secedesfromthe Union.”

Class Viewing: Selectionsfrom “UnforgivableBlackness: TheRiseand Fall of Jack Johnson,”
“Hank Greenberg,” “When We WereKings,” “The 1968 Tigers.”

WeeksNineand Ten
10/17-10/26
Sports, Social Norms, and Social Change: | ssuesof Gender

Thissection extendsthe discussion of social issuesto gender concerns. Wewill discussAlison
Gordon and the first women sports reporters, the response of sports organi zationsto the deeper
involvement of womenin sports, Billy Jean King and Bobby Riggs' s“ Battle of the Sexes,” the
impact of gender equity rulings, and theimageof femal eand mal eathl etesin sportspublications.
We will aso discussfeminist responsesto sports mediaand the objectifying of womenin Sports



[llustrated, on sportstelevision (including ESPN and Fox Sports), and through the variety of
sportsmedia.

Guest Lecture: Christie Lugo Leigh, Supervisor of Sportsand Specia Productionsfor KTLA-
TV will speak during thissection on being aHispanicwomanin sportstelevision production.

Readings: Fink andKensicki, “ AnlmperceptibleDifference: Visual and Textua Constructions
of Femininity in Sports Illustrated and Sports Illustrated for Women” (pp. 317-340),
Shugart, “ She Shoots, She Scores: Mediated Constructionsof Contemporary FemaleAthletes
in Coverage of the 1999 USWomen's Soccer Team.” (1-31), Gordon, “Foreword” and
“Token Broad” (pp. 7-10, 118-137).

Week Eleven
10/31-11/2
The“Inside” Story: SportsDiaries, Race, and Social Values

Wewill examinethe phenomenon of sportsdiariesandtheir roleasapol ogias, promotional
devices, and “history.” Wewill aso discusstherole of sportsdiariesin advocating social
change (Frank Robinson’ sdiary offersaparticularly compelling, evendisturbing, reflectionon
the pressuresbaseball’ sfirst African- American manager faced.)

Readings. Wenner, ch. 9 (pp. 204-224). Course Reader-Trujillo, “ Interpreting (the Work and
Talk of ) Baseball: Perspectiveson Ballpark Culture” (pp. 350-371), Brosnan The Long
Season February 22 to March 1, Kramer Instant Replay “War’s End” January 3 to January 14,
Bouton Ball Four “Introduction” and March 3, Gabriel Player of the Y ear September 18 to
September 22, Robinson Frank: The First Year “Prologue: The First Shall Not Be Last.”

ClassViewing: Selectionsfrom“When It WasaGame.”

News Analysis Paper Due October 31.

Week Twelve
11/7-11/9
Media, Fans, and Sportsin theHome

Sportsbecomepart of socia lifeasthey enter homesand modify thebehavior of fans. This
section exploressomeof themore profound changes sportshave brought into A merican homes.
Wewill focus on several sub-culturesthat have grown from fan reaction to sports and the desire
of fansto take part in sportsas* coaches’ and “ players.”



Readings: Wenner Chs. 7, 11 (pp. 157-179, 241-269); Course Reader-Daglow and
Kavanaugh “ Fantasy Baseball” (pp.629-632), Angell, “Threefor the Tigers’ (pp. 95-122),
Gordon, “The Fans’ (pp. 86-98), Durbin, “’ Take Me Hometo the Ballgame: Baseball Board
Gamesin American Popular Culture” (pp. 1-13), Miller, “The BoysLifein Reel Time” (pp. 64-
74)

ClassViewing: “Of Diceand Men.”

Week Thirteen
11/14-11/16
Sports Television and Radio

Wewill examinetheway inwhichtelevision and radio create dramaand meaning inthe sports
eventsthey broadcast andthelarger sportsstoriesthey tell. Wewill examinetheevol ution of
television and radio broadcasts from representations of sports and community to creations of
sportsevents. Wewill also discusstheimpact of televisionin particular on discussionsof race
andgender insports(focusingin particular onthemediaresponsetoincidentsinvolvingBillie
Jean King, Al Campanis, and Jimmy “The Greek” Snyder).

Guest Lecture: Ed Goren, President of Fox Sports, will discusscreating and maintai ning sports
television programming.

Readings: Wenner Chs. 6 and 12 (pp. 134-156, 270-289). Course Reader-Farrell, “Media
Rhetoric as Social Drama: The Winter Olympicsof 1984” (pp. 158-182), Brummett and
Duncan, “ Theorizing without Totalizing: Specularity and Televised Sports.” (227-246).

ClassViewing: Selectionsfrom radio sportsreportsof the 1930s, 1950s, and today, Ken Burns
“Baseball,” “Monday Night Mayhem,” “ Retro-Game.”

Week Fourteen
11/21-11/23
Sportsand Film: Sports Myth and Reconstructing Race,
Gender, and Patriotismin SportsFilms

Wewill study the representation of sportsand sportsmythfromitsearliest portrayal insilent
filmstoiconicimagesinfilmssuchas*Prideof theY ankees’ to historical reconstructions in
filmssuchas®61*.” Wewill examinetheimage of sportseach approach createsand the sports
and social valueseach reinforces. In particular, wewill focusonissuesof raceinthefilm
“Brian’sSong” andwill have Allan Graf discusshiscurrent film project onthecolor barrierin
collegefootball acrossthe South in the 1960sand 1970s. We will also discussthe
reconstruction of gender normsin“A League of Their Own.”



Guest Lecture: AllanGraf, actor andfilmdirector, will discussfilming representationsof sports
and hiscurrent film project on breaking downthecolor barrier in collegefootball inthe Southin
the early 1970s.

Readings: Course Reader-Aden, “ Nostalgic Communication asaTemporal Escape: When it
was a Game' s Re-construction of aBaseball Work Community” (pp. 20-38), Most and Rudd,
“Don’'t Betonit. .. The Representation of Gamblingin Baseball Cinema’.(pp. 233-242).

Class Viewing-Selectionsfrom*®61*,” “ ThePride of the Y ankees,” “ Raging Bull,” “ Somebody
Up ThereLikesMe,” “TheWinning Team,” “North DallasForty,” “ A League of Their Own,”
“Miracle.”

Week Fifteen
11/28-11/30
Sportsin Advertisingand Conclusions

To concludeour discussion, wewill examinehow theimagescreated by thevarious
constructionsof sport wehavediscussed throughout the semester areused to motivateviewers
to purchase products and support socia and political causes.

Readings- Selectionsfrom Ken Burns' “Baseball.”

Critical Analysis Paper Due November 30.



COMM 383: Sports, Communication, and Culture
Class Assignments

Writing Assignment #1
SportsVenue Reaction Paper
3-4 pages

We have discussed how sports organi zations both draw on and promote cultural valuesto
createtheir “event” and sell their product. Y ou aretowriteabrief (3-4 page) reaction paper
that critically assessesthewaysinwhich asportsorgani zation accomplishesthistask at atypical
sporting event.

Y ou areto attend auniversity or professional sportsevent in which you arenot participating
(USCfootball game, ML B baseball game, NFL footbal | game, professional hockey or
basketbal| game boxing match). Y ou areto attach your ticket stub from the game to your
paper. Atthisevent, you aretostudy all thewaysinwhich thesportsorganization sellsits
product(s), fromtheadvertising on scoreboardsto promotional announcementstoadvertising
throughout the stadium to the structure of the venue and how it guides your actions and eyes.

Y ou should take noteson all these acts of suasory communication asthey appear throughout
your visit. Y ouareto chooseseveral representative actsand writeabrief analysisthat
discusses each of the waysin which these acts give meaning to what occurson thefield,
promote organi zational goal's, and use and sustain social values.

Paperswill begraded on completing theassignment, quality of writing, clarity of analysis, and
value of insightsinto the persuasive use of symbols. Good luck and have fun at the game.

Writing Assignment #2
Sport and Society Critical Analysis Paper
5-7 pages

Wehavediscussed theintersection between sportsand society onavariety of issuesincluding
race, gender, and social class. You areto traceastory involving sportsand one of these key
social concerns (or other major socia concerns) from the last ten years. You areto trace the
entire“story” of onemajor sportsevent of thelast tenyears. Youaretofollow thestory’s
trgjectory fromfirst report tolast report. Thus, thestory must beconsidered dead (ended).

Y our analysisof thestory will involveacritical discussion of the value systems sports and
society brought to this particular issue. Aswe' venoted, in some cases, sports have been well
ahead of society inbringing about social change, inother cases, sportshavebeenwell behind
society andin most casessportshavefollowed their ownuniquevaluecriteriainmattersof race,



gender, and social class. Inexaminingthestory, you areto describethevauesexemplifiedin
theactionsof sportsorganizations, comparethoseto theva uesshownintheactionsof the
contemporary society and comparethetwo. Y our comparison shouldilluminatethedistinct
value systemsbrought to theseimportant social arguments.

Forexample,in1987, Al Campanis, General Manager of theL osAngelesDodgers, made
someinfamous remarkson ABC-TV’s”Nightline” program. Campanisstated that African-
Americans may not havethe“tools’ to be Major League managers. Thesecomments
immediately caused afirestorm of controversy throughout thecountry. Y et, as groups
throughout the United Statesvoiced anger over Campanis scomments, thefirst reaction of the
Dodgersand Mg or L eague Baseball wasto defend Campanisasaleader in positiverace
relationsin baseball. Theseactionsshowed aclear disjunction betweenthe perspectiveof the
sports organi zations and of thelarger culture. Or, aswe' ve discussed in class, in 1965, the
Chicago Bearsstarted assigning roomson thebasisof positionrather thanrace. Thisaction
waspercelved asradical and offensivein somepartsof American society, especially the South.
Y et, it made Gale Sayersand Brian Piccol o into sportsiconswhose story was eventually told in
Soortslllustrated and apair of movies.

Thetensionbetweenthepragmati csof sportsandtheviewsof thelarger cultureshouldgiveyou
afascinating field to explorein examining thetrajectory of asportsstory that deal swith issues of
gender, race, or social class.

To examine your story, you will need to search the archives of amajor newsservice(The LA
Times, The NY Times, etc.). Y ou areto examinethereportstofind thefirst notesindicating the
event(s) that reflected social change or controversy, the developing narrative asthe story began
to devel op characters/setting/events/social tensions, and the climax and conclusion of the story.

Drawing onthetheoretical approachesdiscussed at the start of the semester, you are to
examinethe narrative construction of the story, how reportsturned eventsinto stories, how
those stories framed events and sustained or challenged cultural norms, and how the narrated
rel ationship between characters, setting, and events exemplified the tension between various
playersinthe cultura drama.

Thisisnot areview of the eventsthat werereported, nor isit arepetition of newsreports. You
areto critically assessthestories, explainingtheir rolein sustaining cultural assumptions.

Papers should be 5-7 pagesin length. Each paper should have abare minimum of 6 cited
references (you should easily find far morethanthisin newsreportsalone). All papers must
follow MLA or APA guidelinesfor research paper writing. Paperswill be graded on quality of
writing, clarity of argument, depth of analysis, and quality of insights. Whileyouwill needto
performonly limited academic researchfor thisassignment, youwill need to completeafull
study of one story and your works cited page should note referencesto acomplete cycle of
reports.



Writing Assignment #3
Critical Analysis Paper
5-7 pages

Wehavediscussed how avariety of mediacreatedistinct visionsof sport. Wehavealso
discussed how thesevisionsintersect. Thispaper will allow youto study aparticular popular
text of your choosing.

Drawing onthetheorieswehavediscussed, you areto analyzeaparticular representation of
sportsinpopular culture. Y oumay chooseafilm, radio show, advertising campaign, televison
show, book, magazine, sportsorgani zation, newsreporting service, or other attempt to “tell the
story” of sports. Pick thesourcethat interestsyou most. Youareto criticaly analyzethis
text using one of thetheorieswe have discussed in class.

Fromthisanalysis, youwill show how thistext usesits subject asamodel to reflect and
reinforcesocial values. Y ouwill needtointroduceyour text by noting itsimpact on society.
Y ouwill then need to explain how thetheory you usewill illuminate the text, how it will inform
usabout thetext’ spersuasiveforce. Finally, youwill needto apply thetheory tothetext.

Y our paper should include referencesto at | east three academic sources explaining your theory
and at least four sourcesrelated to your text (your class textbook may count as one of those
sources).

Paperswill begraded onclarity, interactionwith sources, strength of analysisand argument, and
quality of writing. Remember tofollow MLA or APA guidelinesand enjoy your subject.
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