


eighteen percent. So, you heed to buy your own copy. For theprice, it is one of the best book
investmentsyouwill make. Thematerial will bereadily adaptedtowork youmust doinfuture
courses. So, buy it and keep it.

Examinations: Therewill betwomidtermsand afinal examinationinthisclass. Themidterms
will comprehensively cover different erasof rhetorical theory. Thefinal exam will be cumulative.
Themidterm examswill each beworth 15% of your final grade and thefinal will beworth 25%.

Writing Assignments: Therewill betwowritingassignmentsinthisdass. The paperswill give
you practiceresearching material andfollowingtheMLA writing style. Ineach paper, youwill
examineand employ rhetorical theoriesof different erasinthehistory of rhetoric.

All writing assignments must be prepared in strict adherenceto the guidelinesfor academic
writinglaiddownintheMLA handbook. Thismeansthat you must pay careful attentionto
footnoting, punctuation, proper citationform, and attribution of sources. Each failure to
conformto MLA guidelineswill result in alowering of your grade on each assignment.

GradeBreakdown: Thegrading percentagefor each assignment isasfollows:

Midterm ong------==---=========-mmmmmmm oo 15
Midterm two---------========m-mmmommm oo e 15
Final-~==~===~==~—=mmeree oo 25
Participation------==-=-=======mmmmm oo 10
Paper one------====-=====mmmmmmm oo 15
Paper tWo---====-======mmmmmmmm oo 20
1 100

Class Attendance: Y ou areallowed four unexcused absencesin thisclass after which each
absence will cost you 5% of your final grade. Note, however, that thiscourseis heavily
weighted toward lecture and, as noted, the exams comprehensively cover lecture material.
Thus, excessive absenceswill have a disastrousimpact on your ability to answer exam
questions. | strongly adviseyou not to missclass. Being tardy and leaving classearly will count
as an unexcused absence.



Late Work: Thetimeconstraintsinthiscoursewill not allow for latework. Makecertain that
you can be herefor all exams. Under no circumstanceswill any examsbegiven at any time
other than during schedul ed exam periods. Do not ask to takeexamsearly or late. Y ou will be
refused. Further, therewill beno extracredit and no extrawork assignedinthisclassfor
missed exams.

But, now thegood news...if you havean official excusefor your absencefor one mid-term
exam period, therewill be one make-up exam at the end of the semester. Thisexam may
replace one missed exam (remember, your absence during the missed exam must be excused).
Thismake-upisonly availablefor emergency situationsand | would not advisetrying to take
advantage of it. Itisamuch moredifficult exam than the scheduled exams. The make-up exam
will take place during thelast class period. The make-up will not be offered at any other time.
Failure to appear for the make-up for any reason will result in an automatic zero for the exam.

Y ou can handinyour paperslate. However, late paperswill bedocked oneletter gradefor
each class period they arelate. Anytime after the start of the class period in which they are due
will be considered late.

Paper Assignments: In each paper, you areto explain and apply therhetorical ideasof an
important figurefromtheerawehaveexamined. Y ouwill need at | east three sourcesfor each
paper including at | east one primary source. Y our classbook and notesdo not count asa
source. Paperswill be roughly 5-8 pagesin length. So, your explanation should be brief and
clear. Paperswill begraded onfulfilling theassignment, quality of writing, clarity, and
explanatory power. Errorsinspelling and grammar will result inareduction of your grade.
Note: | will not accept emailed papers. So, don’t send them.

DisabilitiesServices: Any student requesting academi caccommodationsbased onadisabilityis
requiredtoregister with Disability Servicesand Programs(DSP) each semester. A |etter of
verificationfor approved accommodationscan beobtained from DSP. Besuretheletteris
deliveredto measearly inthe semester aspossible. DSPislocatedin STU 301 andisopen
8:30 am. —5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. The phone number for DSP is (213) 740-
0776.

Academiclntegrity: TheAnnenberg School for Communicationiscommitted to upholding the
University’s Academic Integrity code asdetailed inthe Scampusguide. Itisthepolicy of the
School of Communication to report all violations of the code. Any seriousviolationsor pattern
of violationsof the Academic Integrity Codewill resultinthestudent’ sexpulsionfromthe
Communication major or minor.

Note: | do not assign incompl etes.

Note Two: You will hand in your papersto your TAsduring lab hours. Don’t bring papersto
the lecture session.



TentativeDaily Scheduleand Reading Assignments
1/10 Course Introduction.

1/12 Perspectives on the study of rhetoric; Herrick Ch. 1.
1/17-1/19 Early Greek Rhetoric; Herrick Ch. 2.
1/24-1/26 Plato; Herrick Ch. 3

1/31-2/7 Aristotle; Herrick Ch. 4

2/9-2/14 Roman Rhetoric; Herrick Ch. 5; Conclusionson classical rhetoric, review for first
midterm

2/16 Midterm #1
2/21 Medieval Rhetoric; Herrick Ch. 6
2/23 Renaissance Rhetoric; Herrick Ch. 7, Sturken and Cartwright Chs. 1, 4

2/28-3/2 Writing Assignment #1 Due the week of February 28; Enlightenment Rhetoric;
Herrick Ch. 8

3/7 TheContemporary Turn; review for second midterm; Sturken and Cartwright Chs. 2-3
3/9 Midterm #2
3/14-3/16 Spring Break---spread alittle rhetorical love around the world

3/21-3/23 New Dimensionsin Rhetoric; Rhetoric and Argumentation; Herrick Ch. 9, Sturken
and Cartwright Ch. 5

3/28-4/4 Burke, Weaver and Symbol Use; Herrick Ch. 10-11
4/6-4/11 Rhetoric and Social Criticism; Sturken and Cartwright Ch. 6

4/13-4/20 Rhetoric and Popular Culture; Sturken and Cartwright Chs. 7-8; Writing
Assignment #2 Due theweek of April 18

4/25 Rhetoric, Movements, and Culture; Sturken and Cartwright Ch. 9



4/27 Conclusions, wrap up, and review for fina exam Final Exam:
514 2-4

COMM 201

Spring 2006

Writing Assignment #1

We havediscussed the use of ethos, pathos, and logosasartistic appealsin rhetoric and how
situational factors (courts, ceremonies, legidlatures) impact communication. Y our first writing
assignment offersyou theopportunity to performaclassicrhetorical criticismonaspeech. Y ou
areto find aspeech inthejourna Vital Speeches of the Day. | will not accept speeches from
any other source. Y oumust gotothelibrary or online, look up Vital Speeches, and find a
speech that interestsyou. Y ou are to print or photocopy the speech you choose and takeit to
your lab instructor for approval.

The speech you choose cannot bean overly familiar one (Kennedy’ sinaugural address, King's
“1 HaveaDream” speech, etc. If youaren’t sureabout your speech, ask your labinstructor.).
Y our labinstructor will assign aduedatefor seeing the speechto make sureyou have found
oneearly enough to complete your assignment.

Y ou areto photocopy the speech you choose and attach it to the paper you write. 'Y our paper
will analyzethespeechinitssetting. |sthespeech epideictic, forensic, deliberative? What can
you show fromthe speech’ ssituation and fromitsmessagethat indicateswhat typeof oratory it
IS?

You will also analyze the speech’s content, identifying the speaker’ s use of appealsto ethos
(credibility, values), pathos(emotion), and logos(reasoning). Each time you find the speaker
appeal to credibility, emotion, or reason, you areto quotethat section of the speech, explain
how it representsan appeal tologic, emotion, or credibility, and makeajudgment concerning
how effective that appeal was. Y ou area so to show three pieces of evidence the author uses
andidentify what typeof evidencethey are. They may bemaxims(famoussayings), examples
(illustrations, stories, specific instances), testimony (expert or immediate), and soon. You are
to back up your claimsabout thetypesof evidence being used by examining theevidenceitself
(show uswhy thisparticul ar piece of evidenceisapiece of testimony or anexample). You
should concludeyour paper by reviewing your assessment of each appeal and each piece of
evidence and offering afinal assessment of the speech asawhole. Y ou should makethe case
that it waseither effective or ineffectiveasargument based onyour assessment of itsuse of
evidence and ethos, pathos, and/or logos.

Remember, depending on the audience, it isnot necessary to use each type of appeal to makea
case. And, insome cases, certain appealsmight belessuseful. For instance, if youexaminea
speech inwhich ascientist arguesfor aspecific scientific theorem before an audience of
scientistsand the speaker solely usesemotional appeal s, you haveto question how effective
s/he might have been.



If thisassignment seemsabit mechanical, itis. Itisalso, in most respects, pretty smple. | want
you to experience the mgjor form of rhetorical analysisthat took placein our field through most
of thelast century before sending you off to have somereal funwith amore contemporary
analysis. Inyour second paper, you will useacontemporary critical approach to examatext of
your own choosing (afavoritetv show, music album, book, etc.). Becertainyou pick
something youreally likefor your second analysis. It will makeit alot morefunand helpyou
seethecontrast between therather mechanical historical approach to speech analysis and the
contemporary interestinall formsof directed communication.

Youaretofollow MLA guidelinesthroughout thispaper. Eachfailuretoemploy MLA
guidelineswill cost you apoint off your paper grade. Y ou should have aminimum of 3 cited
sources and aminimum of 5-7 pages of text in your completed paper. At least two of your
cited sources should be about the situation the rhetoric was designed to meet (hint-one can be
the citation from Vital Speeches of the Day, a second should be acitation directly from Aristotle
onartistic and inartistic appeals). Paperswill also be graded on quality of writing, quality of
analysis, and demonstrated understanding of concepts. Paperswill loseonepointfor eacherror
in spelling or grammar.

COMM 201
Spring 2006
Writing Assignment #2

For your first paper, you used someclassical conceptsto examineapieceof rhetoric. Inyour
final paper, you areto takeamore contemporary approachto arhetorical text of your own
choosing. You areto choose arhetorical text (aspeech, afilm, atv show, asong, acd, avideo
game, atv commercial, any text that isused to motivate audiencesto somesort of action). You
areto analyzethistext using Burke' s concept of the guilt-redemption cycle.

Aswehavediscussedin class, contemporary theorists seerhetoric asthe meansby whichwe
purvey valuesand motivateaudiencesand individual sto action. If thisisso, any text that enters
the public sphere promotes some set of valuesand presseslisteners to some sort of action.
Burke saw the guilt-redemption cycleasaperpetual rhetorical form, onethat appearsover and
over again astherhetorical scheme of effectivepublic discourse.

Y ou areto choose an effectiverhetorical text (something that had a noticeable impact on some
audience) and explainitseffectivenessthrough theguilt-redemption cycle. Thismeansyou are
toanayzethetext finding theorder theauthor seesaspolluted, the pollution theauthor identifies
in the order, the guilty party the author would have us symbolically kill, and the means of
expiation (thesymbolickilling) theauthor proposes. Y oushouldthenidentify thetranscendent
order the author envisionsasarising out of thissacrifice.



This assignment is meant to be both challenging and engaging. Burke' sideasaretypically
complex and often difficult. However, the guilt-redemption cycle, aswe have discussed it,
should not pose agreat challengein application. Asaways, you can make thisassignment easy
for yourself by choosing asyour rhetorical text somethingyoutruly enjoy (afavoritemovie, a
favoriterecord album).

If you chooseasubject you aredeeply interestedin, thisanaysisshould beilluminatingand a
whale of alot of fun. If you pick something you have no interest in, thisanalysismay causeyou
greater painthan being forced to watch Adam Sandler films 24 hoursaday for life. So, choose
atopic near toyour heart and read/listento/watchit closely . . . several times.

You areto follow MLA guidelinesthroughout thispaper. Each failureto employ MLA
guidelineswill cost you apoint off your paper grade. Y ou should haveaminimum of 3 cited
sources and aminimum of 6-8 pages of text on your completed paper. At least two of your
cited sourcesshould beabout your subject, indicating itspopul arity, social impact, or rhetorical
effectiveness. Paperswill alsobegraded on quality of writing, quality of analysis, and
demonstrated understanding of concepts. Paperswill lose one point for each error in spelling or
grammar. Good luck and, if you have any questions, please contact me or your lab instructor.



