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THE GETTY AND USC ANNENBERG AWARD 

FELLO WSHIPS TO  LEADING ARTS JO URNALISTS 

 
LOS AN G ELES, March 3, 2006 -- Seven distinguished  arts journalists have been  selected as 2006 
Fellow s for the U SC  Annenberg/G etty Arts Journalism  Program . 
 
W ith  support from  the G etty Foundation, the program , now  in  its fifth year, seeks to  establish a 
new  standard of excellence in  arts and  culture coverage. The program 's philosophy is guided by a 
core belief in  the im portance of first-hand encounters w ith artists and  journalism  colleagues. The 
program  begins April 22, 2006. 
 
This year’s fellow ship  w ill em phasize online m edia, blogging, and  transitioning onto the internet. 
Jeff Wein stein , Bloom berg N ew s editor for culture and  entertainm ent, has been  nam ed  the 
program ’s Senior Fellow . H e w ill lead  discussions during his w eek w ith  the fellow ship, draw ing from  
his experience as the form er fine arts editor and  colum nist for The Philadelphia Inquirer.  
 
The Fellow s and  Senior Fellow  for 2006 are: 
 

• SHELLEY ACO CA, The M iam i Herald, Features Editor/Arts and  Style. Acoca oversees the 
paper's Arts &  Entertainm ent coverage and  assists in  planning all features sections and  1A. 
Recognizing that Miam i’s dem ographics point to  an  ever-grow ing im m igrant presence, she 
is rethinking arts coverage to  reflect the city’s em ergence as diverse and  w orld-class. She 
edits Pulitzer Prize-w inning colum nists Leonard Pitts and  Dave Barry. 

 

• K AREN D’SO UZA, San Jose M ercury New s, Theater Critic. D’Souza joined the new spaper 
in  2000 and  soon  becam e its chief theater critic. She has w ritten a theater blog for alm ost a 
year. In  2004, she served on  the Pulitzer Prize dram a jury and  w as elected to  the Am erican 
Theater Critics Association  board. A form er Am erican Conservatory Theatre student, 
D’Souza’s review s are defined by an  insider’s understanding. 

 

• CELESTE HEADLEE, W DET-FM, Detroit Public Radio, Reporter and  Producer. W hile 
w riting and  producing stories for the W DET new s departm ent, H eadlee’s research and  
ability to  spot stories have strengthened the station’s com m itm ent to  Detroit artists and  arts 
institutions. Beginning in  April, W DET w ill launch a new  w eekly cultural affairs program , 
w hich she w ill produce and  host. 

 

• DANIEL HERNANDEZ, L.A. W eekly, N ew s and  Culture Reporter. U ntil February 2006, 
H ernandez w as a staff w riter at the Los Angeles Tim es. H is stories delving into  the w orlds of 
hipsters, Santeria, graffiti, Spanglish and  the city’s Mayor appeared on  the front page.  H e 
also  contributed  to  the paper’s Calendar section. In  his new  post, he w ill cover new s and  
continue to  incorporate arts and  culture in  his w ork. 



• DO UG M acCASH, The Tim es-Picayune, Art Critic and  Staff W riter. Prim arily an  art critic 
and  reporter, MacCash also contributes hard new s stories to  the paper. During H urricane 
K atrina, he distinguished him self by serving the longest, uninterrupted tour of duty of any 
reporter on  the staff. H e is an  artist, as w ell, w hose m ilk carton covered w ith a m ap  of N ew  
Orleans and  captioned “Missing,” w as featured on  the Op-Ed page. 

 

• K EV IN NANCE, Chicago Sun-Tim es, V isual Arts Editor, Art &  Architecture Critic. W hile 
planning and  editing the new spaper’s visual arts stories, N ance is responsible for his ow n  
beat as art &  architecture critic. H e contributed to  team  coverage of a natural disaster that 
w on  a Pulitzer Prize for Public Service in  1997. H is recent articles on  gay topics captured 
national attention. 

 

• CARO L PO WERS, Kansas City Star, Deputy Features Editor. Pow ers plans and  assigns the 
new spaper’s visual and  perform ing arts coverage. H er staff of 14 editors and  reporters 
includes seven critics. She has been  rethinking arts and  culture coverage in  preparation for a 
redesign that w ill appear this spring. She spent 16 years at the Los Angeles Tim es, the last 
four as deputy travel editor. 

 

• JEFF WEINSTEIN, Bloom berg New s, N ew s Editor, culture and  entertainm ent. W einstein 
w ill join  Bloom berg in  March 2006 to  assign and  edit international and  national new s, 
review s and  features for the w ire service’s culture division. For eight years prior, he w as The 
Philadelphia Inquirer’s Fine Arts Editor. H is m ark is to  this day felt at The Village Voice, 
w here for 17 years he w as Senior Editor and  chief restaurant critic. 

 
"Program m ing for the 2006 U SC  Annenberg/G etty Fellow ship w ill respond to  the big  picture 
consequences of traditional journalism  m oving online and  how  the arts journalists’ role is 
changing,” said Sash a An aw alt, director. “This group of U SC/G etty Fellow s w as chosen, because 
each of them  is deeply invested in  m aking a thoughtful, creative im pact on  the future of arts 
reporting.” 
 
A com m ittee of five journalists selected the Fellow s from  an  international pool of approxim ately 50 
applicants. 
 
The U SC  Annenberg/G etty Arts Journalism  Fellow s w ill m eet w ith  top  Los Angeles artists and  arts 
organization leaders, and  visit key cultural and  arts venues across the city.  
 
The J. Paul G etty Trust is an  international cultural and  philanthropic institution  devoted to  the 
visual arts that features the G etty Conservation Institute, the G etty Foundation, the J. Paul G etty 
Museum , and  the G etty Research Institute. The J. Paul G etty Trust and  G etty program s serve a varied 
audience from  tw o  locations: the G etty Center in  Los Angeles and  the G etty V illa in  Malibu. 
Additional inform ation is available on  the G etty W eb  site at w w w .getty.edu  
 
Located in  Los Angeles at the U niversity of Southern  California, the U SC  Annenberg School for 
Com m unication is am ong the nation's leading institutions devoted to  the study of arts journalism  
and  criticism . Its program s include the U SC  Annenberg/G etty Arts Journalism  Program  
(annenberg.usc.edu/getty) and  the K night N ew  Media Center. In  addition to  its program s for 
w orking journalists, U SC  Annenberg enrolls of m ore than  1,900 graduate and  undergraduate 
students earning bachelors, m asters, and  doctoral degrees in  journalism , com m unication, public 
diplom acy and  public relations. 
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